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The Importance  
of Community
Throughout our lives, we are members of different communities according 

to our interests, beliefs and similarities. Whether it be a family, school, 
sport, musical or spiritual community, a sense of belonging is important; it 
helps shape our lives and, in some cases, our decision making. Feeling part of a 
community occurs when we are willing to contribute and be involved.

Our School community has always been strong; one where all members, 
whether they be parents, staff, boys or others from the wider Saint Kentigern 
community, are encouraged to be part of our students’ learning and growth. 

There are many events during the course of the year that provide us with 
opportunities to learn together, to celebrate successes and achievement or 
to just have fun. From Year-level picnics, to Celtic Day, to supporting charities, 
to a fireworks evening right up to our end of year Prize Giving. All events are 
important in their own way and all make us who we are. The importance of 
reminding us of our history cannot be underestimated.

This year we decided to play our part in acknowledging the supreme sacrifice 
our ancestors made a century ago. A sacrifice that helped mould our nation. 
The idea of holding a dawn service at the Boys’ School for our extended 
community was born.

Anzac Day commemorations generally start with a dawn service held at local 
war memorials. Dawn marks the time of the initial landings at Gallipoli on 25 
April 1915 and holds the symbolism of darkness making way for a new day. To 
hold such a service at school on the day before Anzac Day would allow our 
community to be a part of our nation’s promise to keep the memory alive.

The service order incorporated students from the Boys’ School, Girls’ School 
and Preschool, thus reminding and reinforcing our extended community. The 
scene was set, the weather was perfect and interest levels were high. How 
surreal it was to see large numbers of families making their way to the top 
field in uncanny silence in the dark. 

As a community we were proud to acknowledge and remember the sacrifice 
many of our ancestors made for the sake of freedom and peace. 

The Event in Our History that Moulded a Nation
NZ is a relatively young country where the majority of us can trace our 
ancestry back to those who first arrived from distant shores not so long 
ago. NZ was part of the British Empire with many referring to England as 
the ‘mother country’ where even fashion was dictated by what was the fad 
at the time in England.

During 1914 tension mounted in Europe where countries were vying for 
power and supremacy. As with any tension, if not checked, control and 
reasoning is lost with England eventually declaring war on Germany. England 
sent the message and call to arms to its colonies all over the globe.

NZ quickly responded and was eager to ensure that ‘Mother England was 
protected. Men from all over the country left their families, work and farms 
to enlist, excited about the prospect of adventure and travelling to see the 
world. Bidding farewell to their loved ones they believed it would be all 
over by Christmas – how wrong they were! 

Scenes of jubilation and excitement reigned as troop ships left our shores 
heading for Europe to join the battle. As the war spread with other 
countries getting involved, NZ and Australian troops were diverted to 
Egypt for training, in preparation for a landing on Gallipoli that would 
hopefully open up supply lines to Russia, England’s ally, thus bringing the war 
to a quick end.

It was in Egypt that Australian and NZ soldiers trained together and 
formed a bond that to this day remains. Their natural competitive nature 
and good humour developed into a real mateship with mutual respect for 
each other’s’ determination and doggedness that would be needed in the 
months and years ahead. Thus the ANZAC acronym was born!

In the early hours of Sunday morning April 25, the ANZACS leapt from 
their boats into shallow water, ready to race across the beach for cover. 
They were not prepared for the terrain or the onslaught of firepower that 
greeted them.  

Although the 8 ½ month Gallipoli campaign failed in its military objectives, 
the ANZAC actions during the campaign left us all a powerful legacy. 
The creation of what became known as the ‘ANZAC Legend’ became an 
important part of the identity of both nations, shaping the way we now 
view both our past and our future.

The Gallipoli campaign had a profound impact on NZers at home, and 25 
April soon became the day on which we remember the sacrifice of those 
who died in war. Our Anzac community was formed.

Of all of our events so far this year, our inaugural Anzac Dawn service, to 
me personally, has been the most poignant. I know I am not alone in this 
feeling. The feedback from our families and the interest in the articles and 
photos on social media has been incredible. I am proud to be part of the 
Saint Kentigern community and the sense of belonging it brings.



Boys’ School Prefect Team
On the first day of the new school year, the 2015 Boys’ School 

prefects were commissioned at a special service attended by their 
parents and invited guests. For the parents of the newly elected Head Boy, 
Michael Hiddleston and Deputy Head Boy, Benjamin Humphries, this was 
a particularly proud day. These are two fine young men who will lead the 
School well.

Reverend Reuben Hardie opened by 
leading the School in prayer reminding 
the boys that at Saint Kentigern, 
leadership has service at its heart.

Principal, Mr Peter Cassie welcomed 
Head of College, Mr Steve Cole who 
introduced this year’s College Head 
Boy, Oliver Hadfield. Oliver is a former 
Boys’ School student who has made 
his mark at the College. Oliver spoke 
to the boys with great confidence 
speaking of the importance of our 
Saint Kentigern values and encouraging 
them to always ‘aspire to be their best.’

Mr Cassie came forward to challenge both Michael and Benjamin with 
the Prefect Pledge: ‘Gentlemen, do you promise to uphold the values and 
standards of Saint Kentigern School and to serve its students, teachers 
and parents to the best of your ability and for the glory of God?’ The boys 
signed the Prefect Ledger, first started in 1995, then introduced the rest 
of their prefect team to the School, as they in turn accepted the duties of 
leadership. 

In closing Mr Cassie quoted John Quincy Adams, 6th President of the US, 
‘If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and 
become more, you are a leader.’ 

HEad BOY - Michael Hiddleston

Michael is in his eighth year at the 
Boys’ School and has consistently 
been a hard-working, reliable, all-
round student who has achieved 
academically at the highest level. At 
the end of Year 7 he received an 
Academic Excellence Award and 
was first in social studies, science 
and art. He is fully involved in the 
co-curricular life of the School 
taking part in Kapa Haka, last year’s 
performance of ‘Rats’ and offering 

service in the Chapel. He was also the Year 7 cross country champion 
and represented the School in athletics and hockey. Michael’s ever-
positive mind set and selfless attitude make him an ideal role model 
for our students and well-deserving of this important leadership role. 

dEpuTY HEad BOY - Benjamin Humphries

Benjamin is a determined and 
confident young man who always 
delivers above and beyond what 
is expected of him. He is a gifted 
sportsman, representing the School 
in tennis, hockey and athletics. 
He also won the Year 7 tennis 
championship. Benjamin also excels 
in our cultural groups, particularly 
music where he plays for the 
orchestra and award-winning jazz 
band. Enthusiastic and determined, 

he is admired by his peers for the energy and commitment he brings 
to all he undertakes. These characteristics make him an ideal choice 
for leadership duties. 

2015 pREFECT TEaM
Head Boy Michael Hiddleston
Deputy Head Boy Ben Humphries
Chapel Prefect Flynn Cornelius Gilbert
Academic Prefect William Hadfield
Cultural Prefect Anthony Gu 
Sport Prefect George Falconer 

Wishart Deputy Leader:  
Arden Ongley 
Wishart Leader: George Barry

Hamilton Deputy Leader:  
Jack Hastin 
Hamilton Leader: Finn McMahon

Chalmers Deputy Leader:  
Gabe Ross
Chalmers Leader: Jack Melhuish

Cargill Deputy Leader:  
Hayden Joyce
Cargill Leader: Josh Stephan
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Head Boy, Michael Hiddleston, took the reading from Romans Chapter 5, 
Verses 1-5 before Head Girl, Morailisa Aneru stepped forward to deliver 
the Gallipoli poem, ‘The Last to Leave’ by Leon Gellert. Both students spoke 
with poise and eloquence in front of such a huge congregation.

In a moving moment, Selena Agaimalo joined with Moiralisa to sing the 
first verse of ‘Abide with me’ before the community joined in. The girls had 
beautiful voices that carried across the field as the first light filtered through 
the sky.

For us today, it is hard to imagine what it may have been like to land on the 
shores of Gallipoli one hundred years ago. Year 7 student, Isaac Melys-Glynn 
delivered a chilling speech about how life would have been in the trenches 
in that far distant land as bullets rained down.

Four wreaths were laid - one by Mrs Sue Nash, Director of the Preschool 
long with preschoolers Olivia Lidstone and Boston Chester ; one by Dr 
Sandra Hastie, Head of Primary with Head Girl Moralisa Anueru; one by Mr 
Peter Cassie and Head Boy, Michael Hiddleston and the fourth was laid by 
Dr Bruce Goodfellow on behalf of the wider Saint Kentigern Community, 
both past and present.

Year 3 Student Arden Matheson was called on to deliver Binyon’s well 
known poem, ‘For the Fallen.’ 

‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. We will remember them.’

The service concluded with the Last Post played by Zac Lerner followed by 
silence as we remembered the fallen.

The impact of war, and especially the First World War, on New Zealand 
as a nation, has been great. It has fashioned our nationhood and is 

embedded in our history and culture. Sacrifice has always been a central 
theme to ANZAC services around the country as we recall those who 
served in the many theatres of war over the last century. With reverence, 
we acknowledge the debt we owe to the many who fought, were wounded, 
disabled and, for a very significant number, failed to return to the shores of 
our country.

Every year since 1916, dawn services have been held on 25 April as a mark 
of respect for the fallen soldiers of World War 1 in particular. Marking the 
time of the initial landings at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915, dawn holds the 
symbolism of darkness making way for the light of a new day. These services 
do not serve to glorify war but to honour the memory of those who, in time 
of war, faithfully served their country, many sadly paying the ultimate price. 

‘Every day the dawn breaks, the light of a new day shines and the darkness is 
overcome. Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the World.’ We pray for his light to reach 
even the darkest corners of our world – where wars still rage. As we honour the 
past, we pray that God will continue to protect and defend the freedom we enjoy 
in this land.’  
 - Reverend Reuben Hardie

In this, the centenary year since the landing at Gallipoli, the combined Boys’ 
and Girls’ Schools, along with the Preschool, planned a special dawn service 
for their families to be held on the field at the Boys’ School on the Friday 
prior to Anzac Day. It was a fitting tribute that more than 1500 members of 
our community arose early to mark their respects.

The newly formed Boys’ School Pipe Band played 
prior to principal piper, David Allen, piping the 
official party to the field. Representative students 
and staff from each of the Schools and the 
Preschool, along with Chairman of the Trust Board, 
Dr Bruce Goodfellow, took their places under flood 
lights on the bank seating as the sun began to rise.

Principal, Mr Peter Cassie opened the service saying 
that World War 1, and the events at Gallipoli in 
particular, have moulded us as a nation.

It was in Egypt that Australian and NZ soldiers 
trained together and formed a bond that to this day 

remains - the ANZAC acronym was born!

In the early hours of Sunday morning April 25 the ANZACS leapt from their 
boats into shallow water ready to race across the beach for cover. They were 
not prepared for the terrain or the onslaught of firepower that greeted 
them.  Although the Gallipoli campaign failed in its military objectives, the 
ANZAC actions during the campaign left us all a powerful legacy. 

Mr Cassie also drew attention to the significance of the poppy and the 
amazing display of ceramic poppies around the School that were created by 
our boys.

We Will        
   Remember Them

Reverend Reuben Hardie
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Poppies, poppies 
     and more poppies!

In London, artist Paul Cummins envisioned making one ceramic poppy for 
every British soldier that died in World War One and then displaying them 

around the Tower of London. This led him and a large team of artists to 
make 888,246 poppies. The scale of this project was just amazing and truly 
represented what a huge cost World War One proved in lives lost. The Boys’ 
School decided to take on the task of making a small scale version of this.

Here, it also became a game of numbers to organise each boy make a ceramic 
poppy in time for the dawn ceremony held at school on 24 April. With each 
poppy representing 200 New Zealand lives lost during the war, Head of Art, 
Mr Tom Barter had to co-ordinate each boy to make, glaze and mount a poppy 
– a total of over 500 poppies through the kiln in five weeks!  

As the work got underway, Mr Barter said that both he and the boys became 
increasingly aware of the enormity of what each of the poppies represented. 
Every poppy that was made at school is unique – just like each soldier that 
went to war. If we were to make 1000 poppies a year, it would take ten plus 
years to get to the number poppies made to represent each life lost. We have 
made a small dent in the number but it has been rewarding. Each boy will be 
presented with their poppy at the end of term in hope that we will continue to 
remember the cost of the war to our nation. 

The poppies were formed from slabs of wet clay that were then cut and joined 
together to make the shape of the flower. These were then fired and dipped 
into a red glaze. Once fired for the second time, the poppies were mounted 
on green garden stakes and installed in patches around the School. 

WHY THE pOppY?
Each year before ANZAC Day we see poppies on sale as a symbol to 
remind us of those who did not return from war. Why the Poppy?

In April 1915, Major McCrae was stationed in the trenches near Ypres, 
Belgium, in an area known as Flanders. In the midst of the tragic warfare, 
McCrae’s friend was killed by artillery fire and buried in a makeshift 
grave. The following day, after seeing the field of graves blooming with 
wild poppies, McCrae wrote his famous poem ‘In Flanders Field’ which 
was first published in December 1915.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields. 

In 1921 NZ adopted the poppy as a symbol of remembrance for all 
those who have died in war. Any money raised from the sale of poppies 
assists veterans or families of those affected by the death in war.



When Roselle was first constructed in the 1870’s, as was befitting of a 
gracious home of the time, the gardens were laid out beautifully. As the 
home and grounds were developed, the setting lent itself perfectly to lavish 
entertaining, particularly in the form of garden parties. Family gatherings, 
annual picnics for the Mothers’ Union, Bible Classes, Sunday School and the 
YWCA were regular occurrences. 

Martyn Wilson’s mother, Mary Ellen, was a stalwart of the YWCA and 
gave generous support in practical ways. The annual picnic was held at 
Roselle and was a highlight of the year for the ladies. Records show that no 
fewer than 350 members of the YWCA and their friends came to ‘amuse 
themselves, roaming around the grounds, boating and playing games on the 
lawn’ and ‘to peek at an unobtainable, grand lifestyle.’

With a touch of ‘Upstairs Downstairs,’ our current school staff, along with 
Trust Board members, took on the role of either hosts or parlour maids; 
dressing in period costume for our own special, community occasion. The 
men looked dapper in an assortment of tails, top hats and velvet waistcoats 
but it was the ladies who were truly transformed and had a taste of what 
life may have been like for women in the 19th century. Most learned by 

1870’s Revisited  
– a Boys’ School Community Picnic

In a celebration of what ‘Roselle House has been and what it is about to 
become,’ the School community gathered on an incredibly hot and sunny 

Sunday afternoon to enjoy a shared picnic and a taste of a bygone era. 

The majestic, historic house, that was so generously gifted, has been at 
the heart of Saint Kentigern School since the bell rang for the first time 
on 1 February, 1959. In those early days, Roselle was filled with the noise 
of young boys as many of the rooms were given over to classrooms for 
‘Primers 1-4’ and the library. As the roll expanded over the years, new 
classroom blocks were established and Roselle’s primary function shifted 
from classroom use to become the administration centre of the School. 

Now 55 years after the first boys entered Roselle, plans are afoot to 
‘Reinvent’ Roselle and with ideas on the drawing board to create a Learning 
Commons on the upper floor, Roselle will once again be used according 
to John Martyn Wilson’s bequest – ‘for the sole purpose of educating boys.’ 
This, together with two new state-of-the-art science laboratories, that will 
be created in the space currently occupied by the School Library, will be 
the focus for the upcoming Roselle Foundation Capital Campaign.

‘Built in 1876, Roselle House was generously gifted by John Martyn Wilson to the St Kentigern Trust, a charitable 
entity with links to the Presbyterian Church.  He stipulated that his bequest was for the sole purpose of 
educating boys, bequeathing a further £5,000 pounds to develop the first classroom block. Generous of nature, 
Martyn also offered three acres of land in Shore Rd to the Council, expressing the wish that the School, when 
established, should have the use of the land for field sports. To this day, Roselle House and Martyn Wilson Field 
are used by the School for this purpose.’
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error that a crinoline petticoat should be donned before putting on the 
dress! All were astonished at the weight and heat of the garments; of little 
surprise that the ladies of yesteryear were given to swooning! Our own 
ladies took on a definite glow as the afternoon progressed – but also 
discovered that the ‘swoosh’ of crinoline did keep the air circulating!

As guests arrived, the ‘parlour maids’ continuously delivered cake stands 
piled high with sandwiches, boiled fruit cake and melting moments to the 
tables on the lawn, whilst iced tea and fresh lemonade were also on hand. 
Live music filled the campus as Des Helu sang out from the Roselle balcony.
The boys and their sisters raced around, at first defaulting to the time-
honoured game of cricket on the lawn before discovering ‘new, old’ games 
awaited. A cry of, ‘Hey, I’ve played that game with my Nana and Poppa,’ saw 
knucklebones get underway with one young lad very knowingly tell the 
others that they must be ‘real dinosaur bones!’ 

There were hoops to spin and juggling skills to try, a Punch and Judy show 
to watch, with a message about saving the oceans, and a scavenger hunt 
to test sleuthing skills. Down on the pool, boats were sailed but there was 
one activity that stood head and shoulders above the rest for child appeal 

– apple bobbing! An activity that has lost favour in more recent ‘PC’ years, 
large wooden barrels were filled with water and bottoms went in the air 
as the boys’ and girls’ heads disappeared under water! Bit by bit, strategies 
were developed and word got around to ‘push it to the edge’ or ‘choose 
one with a stalk!’

Meanwhile, the cool, calm interior of Roselle was open for viewing with 
rolling visuals on strategically placed screens to show the plans of how the 
upper floor will be developed into a Learning Commons.

After an afternoon of walking back and forth across the lawn with armfuls 
of afternoon tea, the ‘parlour maids,’ Mrs Sue Bowskill and Mrs Karyl Kidd, 
P.A.s to the Principals, were ready to put up their feet. The ‘hosts,’ quietly 
cooking in their brocade gowns and velvet waistcoats, were happy to 
change back 21st century attire and reflect on an enjoyable afternoon in 
celebration of a very special place - Roselle House.

Our thanks to the staff who gave so willingly of their time but in particular 
our huge thanks to Mrs Sue Bowskill for the enormous amount of work 
undertaken to bring this together.
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Boys’ School Pipe Band

Pipers have long been a regular feature of cultural events at the Boys’ 
School and are often seen taking up their traditional role in ceremonies 

and on other special occasions.  The Boys’ School has had students learning 
to play the Highland Pipes since the mid 1980’s.

In 2014, Pipe Band Drumming was introduced to the 
School and with Old Collegians, William Tremlett and 
Matthew McQueen, teaching both piping and drumming, 
the School now boasts its very own Pipe Band with 
around 16 students involved. Much to the delight of 
the School community and its nearest neighbours, the 
strain of the pipes and drums can be heard drifting 
up from the Roselle lawn each Thursday after school 
when the boys get together for their weekly practice. 
The newly formed band’s first performance was at the 
School Prizegiving last year, quickly followed by the 
Ellerslie Santa Parade when the Band combined to 
march with the College Pipes & Drums. This year, the 
Band paraded at Celtic Day followed by the chance 
to take part in ANZAC Day commemorations. 

With the advantage of an early start, many School Pipers go on to the 
College bands, able to quickly step into senior roles with some going on 
to take up the leadership positions of Pipe Major and Drum Major in their 
final years. In fact two Old Boys of the School (Ian Allen and Pascal Tov-lev)  
have kept on with their piping and are regulars with the Old Collegians 
Pipe Band.



‘To wear the kilt is my delight
My hairy legs are thin and white
And if it blows you’ll get a fright
I’m Jimmy of the Hielands!’

Each year we welcome parent, Mr Euan Allan, of ‘throw Mackintosh Toffees 
fame.’ The older boys have come to know that a quick answer to a question 
will score a toffee in return! As a true, blue Scotsman, he gives insight each 
year to aspects of his heritage, this year focussing on tartan and how every 
family from a Scottish heritage can identify with their own particular family 
tartan. He told the boys that currently there are over 3,500 tartans officially 
registered. 

With each passing year, each successive Head Boy will tell you that with 
the pride of being named Head Boy of Saint Kentigern Boys’ School, 
comes the trepidation of knowing that Robert Burns’ fiendishly difficult 
‘Ode to a Haggis’ will need to be learned and recited on Celtic Day – in 
Gaelic! Michael Hiddleston joined those who have gone before in not only 
mastering the soliloquy but delivering it with confidence and spirit. His long 
applause was well earned!

And so to the business end of the day as far as the boys are concerned! 
After the traditional tasting of the Haggis – a morning snack made from 
‘the less interesting parts of a sheep!’ – the boys set about enjoying their 
day out on the field for riotous action with quiet interludes inside for 
craft activities. There was much to enjoy but nothing quite captures the 
imagination like the castle siege as boys set about with wet sponges to 
attack the cardboard ramparts created by staff and parents.

As always, we must thank our Parents and Friends Association, chaired by 
Mrs Laura Lane who did a fantastic job in providing support on the day 
from preparing shortbread for the guests’ morning tea, offering haggis to 
the boys (who let’s be honest, would have preferred the shortbread!), to 
being at the forefront of the games on the field. Our sincere thanks to a 
wonderful group of parents.

Celtic Day
Hark! When the night is falling
Hear, Hear! The pipes are calling,
Loudly and proudly calling, down through the glen.
There where the hills are sleeping,
Now feel the blood a-leaping,
High as the spirits of the old Highland men!
(Scotland the Brave)

Spirits were definitely high, the blood was a-leaping and our clans were 
definitely calling loudly and proudly out on the… well, the field, not quite a 
glen, but a perfect spot for a day of Highland fun!

With flaming red hair, tam o’shanters, kilts, tartan boxers, strategically placed 
tea towels and enough face paint to challenge Mel Gibson’s Brave Heart, 
our sons of Kentigern gathered in their clans ready to do battle for the 
House Celtic Day Cup, on a day when the sun shone brightly ready for a 
full day of clan activity.

In that curious mix of heritage, our tartan-clad Kapa Haka group laid 
down the challenge, their voices carrying far across the field, signalling the 
moment for the College Pipe Band to begin the parade. This year, for the 
first time, the Pipes and Drums were joined by the newly formed Boys’ 
School Pipe Band. The younger boys did a fantastic job keeping in step as 
they followed on behind.

This is a day for our oldest students to show leadership and provide care 
for their junior clan members. With their younger counterparts firmly under 
their wings, our senior boys led the way as the House Clans followed the 
band in a ribbon of colour, marching towards the Jubilee Sports Centre for 
the official ceremony.

In his opening address, Principal Mr Peter Cassie explained to our new 
families that the day was to celebrate our Founders; a day when our 
Scottish ancestry is welcomed, unravelled and put and on show in ways you 
may not always expect.  It is a warmly anticipated event for those in the 
know and quite an eye-opener for the uninitiated! His sage words of advice 
were to, ‘Go with the flow and keep your eyes and minds wide open!’

Whilst the singing of ‘Scotland the Brave’ stirs the soul, Celtic Day at the 
Boys’ School would not be the same without the addition of the irreverent 
‘Jimmy of the Hielands’ and the trouble he gets into with his kilt!
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Held annually on the first Thursday in March, World Book Day is 
celebrated in over 100 countries across the globe. No matter what 

the language, how rich or poor the nation, the day is devoted to the power 
of the written word to tell a story, the joy of reading and the love of books 
themselves. 

World Book Day at the Boys’ School dawned bright and clear. Just as well 
as the profusion of book characters poured through the school gates 
– clearly Captain Underpants* won the day and the boys weren’t shy 
about turning out, scantily clad in their Y fronts! The many Captains were 
joined by characters from Seuss, Wimpy Kids, Tin Tins and a profusion of 
Bat and Spidermen. There were off-the-shelf costumes (whatever did we 
do before Onesies?!) and those that were given some careful thought 
with the papier mache version of Jeff Kinney’s ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ and 
a fantastic cardboard crab representing Eric Carle’s  ‘Home for a Hermit 
Crab’ standing out. One theme was clear, the characters, one and all, clearly 
had ‘boy appeal’ – and there were plenty of swords, light sabres and rocket 
launchers on show!

Our senior boys collected their junior buddies and side by side they made 
their way to the Jubilee Sports Centre clutching their favourite books. 
The boys were not alone in their fancy attire as the teachers also got into 
the spirit of the day! Principal, Mr Cassie was the first to come forward to 
present a reading. Dressed as Old McDonald, with his very game P.A., Mrs 
Sue Bowskill and Head of Admissions, Mrs Julie Rand, dressed as farmyard 
animals, he presented a hardboard version of Old McDonald’s Farm and 
explained how hearing the repetition of ‘E-I-E-I-O’ could take him back to 
his childhood.

Hush descended as a number of teachers came forward to read passages 
from their favourite books. From Steinbeck to Dahl, Jonathon Livingstone 

Seagull to Nelson Mandela’s Long Walk to Freedom, 
the words were spoken, their messages absorbed.

The School also welcomed popular author and 
illustrator, Stu Duvall. Mr Duvall is no stranger 
to Saint Kentigern and on each of his visits, he 
entertains with his fabulous storytelling and ‘wows’ 
the boys with his skill as an illustrator, always leaving 
behind his finished artwork to admire. We thank 
him for his time and the colourful images he evoked 
both in the mind as he told his stories, and on 
paper as he illustrated his words.

The more that you read, the 
more things you will know. 

The more that you learn, the 
more places you’ll go.
Dr. Seuss

World Book Day

‘If you want your children to be 
intelligent, read them fairy tales. 

If you want them to be more intelligent, 
read them more fairy tales.’
Albert Einstein

So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, 
Go throw your TV set away. 
And in its place you can install, 
A lovely bookshelf on the wall.’ 
Roald Dahl in ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ 

Literacy is born from the human need to tell stories to better understand 
ourselves and the world in which we live; it can also transport us to another 
world on a journey rich with words. The production of children’s books is 
amazingly diverse from ripping good yarns to books that furnish information 
and transfer knowledge on all matters of interest. The Boys’ School library 
plays a key role as place for unlocking the imagination, encouraging innovation, 
curiosity and problem solving. As electronic devices take their place in the 
library alongside the shelves of books, one fundamental is unchanged, the 
need to encourage children to read for both pleasure and learning, no matter 
what the source of the material.

Our thanks to Year 7 teacher, Mr Richard Kirk for suggesting and organising a 
day that brought both an element of fun and a chance to stop, reflect, listen 
and imagine. 

*Editor’s Note: Sorry boys! The ‘Underpants’ costumes were seriously cool (in more 
ways than one!) but I’m afraid decorum prevents us from publishing your photos!
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Eyes opened wide and jaws dropped when a most unusual visitor paid a 
visit to the Boys’ School! And it wasn’t only the Year 3 boys in awe, the 

teachers were equally taken aback when a life-like baby Tyrannosaurus Rex, 
weighing close to 180kgs, lumbered across the Junior School playground with 
eyes glinting, tail swinging and its huge row of teeth taking snaps at anyone in 
reach! 

To begin with, it was only the curious brave who stepped forward to get 
acquainted with the prehistoric creature – but one by one, the boys put on 
brave faces and inched forward, reaching out to touch the scaly skin. It didn’t 
take long before they all clamoured round – all that is except the two wee 
lads who’d taken fright and were later spotted seeking refuge indoors!

The visit from Dinosaur Experience heralded the start of a unit of work 
about the prehistoric creatures. It was explained that by necessity, the ‘Baby 
T Rex’ sessions are kept short as it is quite draining on the operator inside 
the animatronic creature – the heat build-up takes its toll. With the costume 
itself weighing in excess of 100kg, the weight alone is a trial but add the 
movement, twisting from side to side, limited visibility and two classes of 
excited, small boys, and it all adds up to a fairly challenging performance! 

A small video camera lens on the outside of the dinosaur’s neck relays 
images to a TV screen inside the cramped space allowing the operator to 
gauge distances. For safety, amongst excitable school boys, a ‘keeper’ kept the 
creature on a lead to make sure those teeth didn’t cause any damage!

And the verdict? Realistic, scary and great to experience!

Boys Welcome Prehistoric Visitor!
Tyrannosaurus Rex
Tyrannosaurus (meaning ‘Tyrant Lizard’), was one of the largest terrestrial 
carnivores of all time, being roughly six tonnes in weight with its massive 
skull balanced by a long, heavy tail. The heavily reinforced skull of the 
‘T Rex’ suggests that it was a devastating predator, with the strength 
to induce a bone-crushing bite from its jaws armed with 150mm long, 
sharp, serrated teeth. Relative to the large and powerful hind limbs, 
Tyrannosaurus forelimbs were small and retained only two digits. 
Recent specimens have shown the tiny arms to have been well-muscled, 
presumably to enable the animal to anchor itself to the ground as it 
attempted to straighten its hind legs and stand up from a prone position. 
It was among the last dinosaurs to exist prior to the Cretaceous-
Tertiary extinction 
event. More than 
30 specimens of T 
Rex have now been 
identified, some 
nearly complete, 
which has allowed 
significant research 
into many aspects of 
its biology, including 
its life history and 
biomechanics. 
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Don’t be frightened when you find yourself staring up at 2 metre tall 
moa sculptures. These simple but elegant sculptures were made by 

Year 8 boys to help enhance the viewer experience along the Hobson Bay 
Walkway. The moa is part of a larger initiative from Saint Kentigern Boys 
School and the Orakei District Board to place student sculptures along this 
popular public walkway. 

The moas were made as part of the Art Options class. In a series of 
lessons, all boys learnt the skills of designing and making a 3D model of a 
moa from foam board. These were then scaled up to create the five large, 
wooden sculptures for installation next to the path.

The Hobson Bay Walkway is now home to the Moas and other large 
mosaic and ceramic sculptures created by students from five local schools. 
The other schools were granted money from the Orakei Local Board and 
were guided by Boys’ School Head of Art, Mr Tom Barter.

The sculptures sit at different locations along the way for the public to 
enjoy between Wilson’s Beach and Martyn Field Reserve, with a few in the 
grounds of Saint Kentigern Boys’ School. 

Mr Barter conceived and managed the project, while teachers from local 
schools mentored the students in designing and creating the artworks. 
The participating schools were Saint Kentigern Boys’ School, Kohimarama 
Primary, Orakei Primary, Victoria Ave Primary, Remuera Primary and 
Remuera Intermediate. 

‘The sculptures are absolutely fantastic! I am extremely grateful to the 
students and teachers for creating the sculptures, and to Tom for the vision 
to create such interesting features for the walkway,’ said Orakei Local Board 
Chair, Desley Simpson.

‘Each sculpture was a major project in itself. Every student put in a huge 
effort and did a great job on their piece. I encourage you to take a walk and 
see them up close,’ said Mr Barter.  

The Orakei Local Board and The Saint Kentigern Trust provided funding for 
the artworks.

Giant Moas Stalk Walkway!
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Science with Boy Appeal!
‘Building a community of scientifically literate students as we aim 
for excellence in science education.’

The teaching of science at primary level aims to develop our boys’ knowledge 
and understanding of scientific concepts and provide learning experiences that 
stimulate curiosity to help them understand the world in which they live. 

Of course, if those learning experiences just happen to come with an element 
of hands-on ‘grossness,’ the boys’ curiosity grows tenfold! Both the Year 7 
and Year 8 boys have had practical opportunities recently to undertake 
experiments and dissections with ‘body bits’ most of us would probably prefer 
not to handle!

The Year 8 boys were fortunate to welcome a visitor to their science class. 
Parent, Mr Neil Houston, is a veterinarian from Karaka, South Auckland 
who works primarily with horses, although on occasion, he has also had 
the opportunity to work with zoo animals. It would be fair to say that the 
photograph of Mr Houston with his arm up the bottom of a rhinoceros 
certainly captured the boys’ attention!

As the Year 8 boys are studying nutrition and how the body digests food, Mr 
Houston talked about aspects of his job and how the digestive systems of 
some animals are different to that of our own. 

Having established with the boys that humans are mono-gastric, that is, we 
have a simple, single-chambered stomach, he then went on to explain the 
complex four-chambered stomach of ruminants such as cows, goat, or sheep. 

A mono-gastric digestive system such as ours works as soon as the food 
enters the mouth and saliva moistens the food to begin the digestive process. 
After being swallowed, the food passes from the esophagus into the stomach, 
where stomach acid and enzymes help to break down the food. This was then 
compared to the stages needed to break down the large quantities of fibre 
that ruminants consume and the need for them to ‘chew the cud.’ The boys 
learnt that when a ruminant swallows food, it goes into the first section, the 
rumen, where it mixes with other acidic digestive liquids and is softened. The 
softened food is called cud - small balls of food. Next, the rumen muscles send 
the cud back up to the cow’s mouth, where it is re-chewed and swallowed 
again, this time going to the omasum section of stomach in order to squeeze 
out all of the moisture. Finally, the food enters the last part, abomasum of 
the stomach where it mixes with digestive juices and makes its way to the 
intestine to be completely digested. The rumen muscles working to return 
the food was graphically illustrated with a short video of a camel – it was 
fascinating to watch the powerful muscles in action!

The boys formed groups and were each given a section of a sheep’s stomach 
to look at closely, inspecting the honeycombed texture of the lining. They were 
also challenged with the task of simulating small intestinal digestion using real 
pigs’ intestines, demonstrating how very small nutrients can be absorbed into 
the bloodstream through the semi-permeable membrane.

The following week it was the turn of the Year 7 boys. It could be argued that 
their specimens provided the more squeamish moments of the two – they 
dissected cows’ eyes! 

Having previously done some experiments refracting light, the boys were 
challenged with taking a closer look at the makeup of the eye. As they began 
by cutting away the muscle and gristle that provides cushioning for the eye, a 
small voice could be heard to whisper, ‘You know they put this stuff in Happy 
Meals, eh!’

The boys were amazed at the toughness of the cornea, the protective layer of 
the eye, as they struggled to penetrate it with a scalpel. They were then taken 
aback when the black aqueous humour that supplies nutrients to the eye, 
squirted out and the eye deflated!

This practical hands-on approach has a huge amount of appeal for the 
boys but it also provides very valuable learning opportunities as they make 
discoveries for themselves to clarify their understanding. Our thanks to Mr 
Houston for taking the time to share his expertise; it was greatly appreciated.



Following on from the success of last year’s outing to little-known Karaka Bay on 
Glendowie’s waterfront, this year’s Year 5 cohort followed suit, leaving school dressed 

in period costume to stage a re-enactment of the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

With some taking on the role of the British, while others dressed as Maori chiefs, the 
boys made their way down the long, winding path to a quiet stretch of beach that marks 
the spot where the Ngati Paoa tribe signed the Treaty in the months following the 
Waitangi signing. Leading up to the trip, the boys had written and prepared a short play 
to perform on the beach. 

Karaka Bay has a small community of ten households on the shoreline that can only 
be reached by the long, winding path. There is no street access; everything has to be 
walked in. Once again, resident, Mr Tony Watkins kindly offered his time to talk to the 
boys. Mr Watkins is Te Rarawa; his relatives signed the Treaty of Waitangi at Mangungu in 
the Hokainga and he now lives on the spot at Karaka Bay where the Treaty was signed 
in Auckland. He talked to the boys about just what a treaty means and how it came to 
mean different things to different people at the time of the signing.

Once the boys had eaten their lunch in the shade of an enormous pohutukawa, a table 
was laid out with the red ensign, re-creating the scene on the day of the signing in 
Waitangi. Teacher, Mr Anton Lorenzon took on the role of Captain William Hobson and 
those who had been assigned roles  - the narrators, the missionary, William Colenso, 
James Busby and the chiefs, Tareha, Tamati Waka Nene and Hone Heke - came forward 
and delivered their lines with confidence. After each chief signed, they shook hands with 
Hobson who said... 

   ‘He iwi tahi tatou’  -  ‘We are one people.’

Re-Enacting the Treaty Signing
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Oceans are Vital
Our Year 2 boys paid a visit to Long Bay Beach as part of their inquiry 

into how oceans are vital to our existence.  The trip provided the boys 
with a hands-on experience of ocean habitats, the creatures in them and our 
responsibility to care for these environments.

The visit began with a session with the Educator, Shanthie Walker.  Here the 
boys learnt about how precarious life can be if you are a creature who lives 
in a rock pool! They searched with their eagle eyes to find evidence of living 

creatures. To their delight, evidence was abundant and the boys became 
deeply absorbed in identifying and examining the creatures. In accordance 
with their inquiry procedures, the creatures were returned to their habitat 
to continue to grow.

On their return to school, the boys designed their own sea animal from 
recycled rubbish to represent the harm rubbish creates in our oceans and 
on our beaches. 



It is another incredible day at 
camp!. My archery skills improved 
and Alex hit his arrow bam in 
the middle of the target and also 
popped the balloon that was there. 
I thought abseiling would be very 
difficult but when I had achieved it, 
i realised it was really quite easy. 

Kelven Zhang, Year 6 

There is always a mixture of excitement and trepidation as the boys get ready for camp. They know that they will have plenty of fun but 
also know that they will face some challenges that may need all their willpower to overcome. And there are also other challenges as 

simple as peeling potatoes for dinner, sharing your sleeping space and being expected to lend a hand with the chores!

Each year the boys in Years 5, 6, 7 and 8 enjoy a camp away from Auckland, each in a different setting. For the Year 7s, it’s a time of forging new 
bonds as the new intake of Year 7’s to join with their new classmates - and it didn’t take long for new friendships to form.  A highlight of the 
Year 8 camp was their service component, offering assistance at Cedar Manor Rest Home. 

Service, New Friends, Fun and Challenge

Year 6 Camp 
MERC (Marine Education and Recreation 
Centre) in Long Bay, auckland

We attempted the world famous ‘Stack 
em High’. Once the instructor finished his 
directions, we were all eager to start. When it 
was our turn, we trembled with anticipation 
but everybody was cheering. We inspired each 
other and we were very proud of ourselves.

Jack Wright and Benjamin Graham, Year 6

Year 6 went to Camp MERC in Long Bay. Every night we 
would go out into the field across the road to play piece of 
cake. On the last night there were five containers hidden 
and I was determined to find one. We had formulated an 
awesome plan that involved me running around like a lunatic, 
screaming at the top of my lungs, while Jonathan crept 
around the back of the bush and grabbed the box!

Asher Matheson, Year 6

Abseiling changed me because I was afraid of 
heights but after my second attempt at going 
down the abseiling wall, I felt braver and I 
overcame my fear. That was pretty special for me.  
I felt the grip of the rope in my hands as I worked 
my way down and I could hear the shouting and 
screaming of the other boys encouraging me.  

Joshua Barrett, Year 6  

Finally we got to Goat Island Marine Reserve. At the 
Auckland University Research Centre, we were able to 
touch real live kina, cushion stars and sea sponges.

Ben James, Year 5 

The confidence course pushed me to my 
limit. Jumping from tyre to tyre I could feel 
my body pushing me, my hands were burning 
and the rope hurt. 

Austin McKegg, Year 5

As soon as my group came up to the rock climbing wall, I felt a shiver 
of fear up my spine because of my fear of heights. On my first attempt 
I didn’t make it, but on my second attempt I heard all the screams of 
encouragement so I pushed myself further. It felt amazing because I had 
conquered my main fear.

Jimmy Kemble, Year 5

Year 5 Camp 
peter Snell Youth Village, 
Whangaparoa

Well it turned out I was actually really 
good at archery although at first I was 
terrible - the arrow bounced off and 
nearly went into the rifle range next door. 

Jaden Ludher-Chandra, Year 5
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I especially enjoyed ‘The Killer Hike’. That was surely a test of my abilities 
and strength. Overall, camp was a great experience to conquer fears, have 
fun and challenge your abilities.

Akash Mudaliar, Year 7

A highlight of the Year 8 camp was their 
service component, offering assistance at 
Cedar Manor Rest home. The boys helped 
out entertaining the residents with singing 
or musical interludes, serving meals, playing 
sports or simply sitting and reading or 
chatting away over a cup of tea. They left a 
lasting impression on the residents and staff 
and have been invited back for future visit. 
We were very proud of them!

Mr Joe Johansen, Senior School Dean

Year 7 Camp
YMCa Camp adair, Hunua

I jumped for the rope, 
hanging above the mud.  
It went dead silent. 
Everything slipped into 
slow motion as I hoped 
for the gritty feeling of 
the rope. But what I felt 
was something completely 
different. It was the 
squelching of the mud!

Nathaniel South, Year 7

It was the smell that got to me, like something 
had died and then a skunk had come and marked 
its territory. The mud was thick and sticky, like 
molasses, trying to pull you in and devour you. 

Marcus Findlow, Year 7

For me, Year 7 camp was all about 
making new friends, improving values, 
encouraging others and conquering your 
fears.  I know for one that I made plenty 
of new friends, became friendly with 
those in my tutor group that I wasn’t 
already friendly with, and I got to know 
all the amazing teachers.  I (almost) 
conquered my fear of getting muddy and 
the activities at Camp Adair, the leaders 
and of course the delicious food made 
Camp a great experience.  

Sebastian Skerten, Year 7

I was climbing slow but steadily, 
trying not to do one thing. 
LOOK DOWN! It was a slow 
journey up to the top, step 
after step, metre after metre. 
Suddenly I reached up for the 
next handle but it was just 
thin air. I was at the top of the 
pamper pole.

George Smith, Year 7

To me, camp was an experience. It 
was an opportunity to make new 
friends and get to know everyone a bit 
more. And learn their names. It was an 
opportunity to overcome our fears and 
learn more about ourselves. And most 
of all, it was an opportunity to have fun.

Matt Chandler, Year 7

At Year 8 camp I felt I showed service in many different 
ways. I helped my fellow team mates if they were 
feeling discouraged or unsure and tried my hardest to 
encourage them. I also helped around the campsite 
by helping prepare a meal and helping set up the 
dishwashing stations. When we arrived, I helped boys 
set up their tents and did the same when we left. I am 
really proud of my service contributions over camp. My 
favourite act of service was helping at the old people’s 
home. We read to them, played bowls and talked. I felt 
really proud to be helping in the community.

Michael Hiddleston, Year 8

Year 8 Camp  

McLaren’s Falls park, Tauranga
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Offering Service
Each year a group of Year 8 cricket boys go down to Bloodworth Park 

on Shore Road to help out with the annual Halberg Disability Sport 
Foundation’s Adaptive Cricket Day. This day is held in conjunction with Parnell 
Cricket Club and involves assisting a large number of students with disabilities 
from a variety of schools to learn the fundamentals of cricket. Parnell Cricket 
Club plays a big part in helping the boys to prepare for the event.

This is now the fifth consecutive year that our boys have been involved with 
Halberg events as part of their programme to offer service. The help they 
offer at the cricket session at this stage, prepares them for the annual Halberg 
Disability Sport Foundation event held at the Boys’ School later in the year 
where the boys are involved in a mentoring and coaching role, assisting 
disabled students from visiting schools to enjoy competition in a range of 
adapted games.

Well done to the 28 boys who took on the role of ambassadors at 
the Oxfam Water Challenge held at the Boys’ School campus. The 

event attracted 21 corporate teams, largely engineering companies, joining 
together to make a big splash to raise money for vital Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) education projects in Melanesia, to ensure fresh water 
flows to their rural communities.

On the day of the challenge, the teams of four workmates designed, 
built, presented and deconstructed a solution to a ‘secret water problem’ 
challenge.  From the day the teams signed up until the day of the challenge, 
each team worked towards fundraising $2000; as their fundraising income 
increased, they received clues that would help them on the day to create 
a series of pipelines to successfully carry water in challenging conditions. 
$32,000 was raised towards the project on the day with an expected final 
tally of $40,000.

Our boys were great ambassadors on the day, greeting guests and offering 
assistance wherever they could.

Ocean Swim Championships
As part of the New Zealand Secondary Triathlon Championships, six of our boys headed 

to Taupo to compete in the Ocean Swim and the Aquathon. Jourdan Klink and Will Bason 
competed in the U12 Boys age group and Eamon Foley, George Falconer, Teague de Jager and 
Michael Joyce competed in the U13 Boys age group. 

Taupo turned on the weather with perfect sunny swimming and running conditions – a change 
from last year’s difficult conditions!

U12 Ocean Swim

Will Bason 1st

Jourdan Klink 2nd

U13 Ocean Swim

Eamon Foley 6th

George Falconer 7th

Teague de Jager 9th

Michael Joyce 15th 

U12 Aquathon 

Will Bason 4th

Jourdan Klink 5th

U13 Aquathon

Teague de Jager 7th

George Falconer 13th

Eamon Foley 15th

Michael Joyce 18th

At the cricket, our Saint Kentigern boys were allocated stations for the 
morning where they had key roles in assisting with the coaching. Four drills 
were set up: catching, fielding, batting and bowling where the visiting students 
learnt skills and finished off with games of cricket. To begin with, many of the 
Saint Kentigern boys were shy but as the day went on relationships were 
formed and all coaches and cricketers alike had great fun interacting and 
gaining new skills.

For our boys, this was a chance to learn about being compassionate and 
giving service to their local community, which is at the heart of the Saint 
Kentigern philosophy. We were proud to see their level of maturity, empathy 
and overall willingness to assist on the day.

Boys’ School students assist at Oxfam Challenge
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AGE 
GROUP

1ST 2ND 3RD

Year 1 =William McLeod CA 
=Toby McFarlane CA 
=Toby Wigglesworth CA

Year 2 Max Trankels HA =Archer Kersey CH  
=Oliver Dennis WI

Year 3 James Hiddleston HA Jaden Renault-Pollard CA =Christopher Revell-Devlin WI 
=Oscar Bower WI

Year 4 Sam McLeod CA Ethan Knox CA Max Irwin CH

Year 5 Brendan Meyer HA Archie Marshall CA Austin McKegg CH

Year 6 Oliver Avis WI Alexander Dennis WI Nicholas Forgie CH

Year 7 Jourdan Klink  CA Samuel Don CH Jack George CA

Year 8 Will Bason CH Eamon Foley WI George Falconer CA

HOuSE SWIMMING CHaMpIONS
1ST CARGILL 387 Points
2ND WISHART 290 Points
3RD CHALMERS 277 Points
4TH HAMILTON 95 Points

HOuSE RELaY CHaMpIONS

1ST CARGILL 114 Points

2ND CHALMERS 89 Points

3RD WISHART 66 Points

4TH HAMILTON 47 Points

A summer term of brilliant weather has assured plenty of pool time for the 
boys this year with the sunshine providing ideal conditions, day after day, for 

swimming lessons at the Boys’ School. 

Once again, our swimming staff provided a superb programme, increasing the boys’ 
confidence and skill in the water from Years 1-8. Even our youngest students were 
ready to take on the full length of the pool at the Junior event. As always, our senior 
boys were on hand to give moral support in the water for those who needed it. 

Each event concluded with the winners being invited to take their place on the 
podium and shake hands with Principal, Mr Cassie - there was only just enough 
room for the Juniors with three boys sharing the top spot!

Special mention must be made of this year’s record breakers: 

Year 5 Brendan Meyer 25m Backstroke 19.28
Year 7 Jordan Klink 25m Backstroke 34.94
Year 8 Will Bason 25m Butterfly 15.50, 50m Backstroke 34.94    

Well done boys!

BOYS’ SCHOOL SWIMMING CHaMpIONS 2015

Cargill Wins Swimming!

REMuERa ZONE
Well done to our Year 5 and 6 swimmers at Remuera Zone Swimming Competition. 

Year 5  Brendan Meyer  25m Freestyle 3rd, 25m Backstroke 1st, 50m Freestyle 2nd
 Boys 4x25 Freestyle Relay team 2nd
Year 6  Oliver Avis 25m Freestyle 2nd, 25m Backstroke 2nd, 50m Freestyle 2nd
 Boys 4x25 Freestyle Relay team 3rd
Field Championship Open Relay 3rd, Boys Champions 2nd, Overall Champions 3rd 

EaSTERN ZONE 
The Year 7 and 8 boys competed in the Eastern Zone Swimming Competition. 

Open and Senior 100m freestyle: Will Bason 2nd, Eamon Foley 3rd
  50m butterfly: Will Bason 2nd  
Year 7  50m breaststroke: Adam Tamati 2nd, Taylor Tairua Doyle 3rd
 50m backstroke: Jourdan Klink 1st, Samuel Don 2nd 
 50m freestyle: Jourdan Klink 1st, Jack George 3rd 
Year 8 50m breaststroke: Eamon Foley 3rd 
 50m backstroke: Will Bason 1st  
 50m freestyle: Will Bason 2nd 
 4x50m freestyle relay Year 7 1st  
 4x50m freestyle relay Year 8 2nd 
 4x50m medley relay Open 2nd 

Auckland Intermediate Inter-Zone 

Jourdan Klink 3rd in 50m freestyle
Will Bason 3rd in 50m backstroke
Year 7 Boys freestyle relay team 2nd



Sports Tour  
to Christchurch
With thanks to student reporters, Arden Ongley and Ben Humphries

The 1st XI Cricket Team and the Tennis 8 were very privileged to have 
been given the opportunity to embark on a tour to Christchurch 

to play three matches against Medbury School, St Andrew’s College and 
Waihi School.

A rather sleep deprived cricket side turned up for their first game against 
Medbury straight off the plane! Due to the boys playing club cricket on 
the Sunday prior, they had a very early start to catch the plane. The end 
result was a disappointing 25 run loss to an in-form Medbury team. Gabe 
Ross bowled particularly well in the match and had figures of 3 for 18 off 
his 8 overs.

After the game we were billeted by Medbury on Monday night. We woke 
in anticipation of an exciting ‘rest day’ ahead,   four hours of surfing at 
Sumner Beach! The boys loved it as they ‘wiped out’ and got some good 
rides in the chilly South Island water. It was indeed, an enjoyable day away 
from the cricket fields and tennis courts. It also gave us an opportunity 
to see the sights of Christchurch and, sadly, to see some of the lingering 
devastation caused by the earthquake around the Sumner area. 

The next day, we all arrived at St Andrew’s ready for more cricket and 
tennis, and to also play against the billets that we had stayed with the 
previous night. The final result this time swung in our favour. Both teams 
did well, and the cricketers bowled them out for 47 and won by 8 wickets.  
Jett Robertson bagged 3 for 12 and Gabe Ross 3 for 11. Nathan Robinson 
scored 29.  The tennis team also won their games without dropping a 
single game throughout their matches.

The third and final school that we faced was Waihi School. We started 
play in the morning mist and by the time the sun had burnt it off, the 
cricketers had posted a formidable 251 runs after 40 overs.  Max Dudson 
had a great innings and finished with a very classy 93.  Josh Stephan scored 
42 and Will Bason 40.  Bowling highlights included Louie Whata claiming 2 
for 10 and Ben McCutcheon 2 for 2. The tennis team won all their games 
and the overall result was a very definitive win for Saint Kentigern.  

Some of us had an action packed two nights with our Waihi billets. Staying 
with rural families, some boys went shooting rabbits, driving motorbikes 
and swimming in freezing irrigation ponds!

As we headed back to the airport, after what had been a great tour, we 
made a surprise stop at the Cookie Time Factory, where excited boys 
stocked up on cookies.  

We arrived back in Auckland to see our families waiting for us at the gate 
and we had plenty to tell! It was a great tour and we think we presented 
ourselves very well, always displaying our true Saint Kentigern values, on 
and off the field or court. 

Special thanks go to our coaches, Mr Aspinall and Rev Hardie and 
especially to Mr Grant for organising such a great tour for us.

Klippel Shield Secured!
Since 1974 the ‘Klippel Shield for Preparatory School Cricket’ has been 

contested between three strong cricket playing schools – Saint Kentigern, 
King’s School and Southwell School - with the Boys’ School taking stewardship of 
the Shield on many occasions.

We are pleased to report that the 2015 Saint Kentigern 1st XI has ensured 
that the Shield was returned to, and then retained in, the Saint Kentigern trophy 
cabinet this year after three emphatic wins, firstly beating King’s by 87 runs early 
in the season, followed later by another sound win against Southwell. In the 
most recent and final Klippel Shield match of the season, our boys once again 
trounced King’s, winning by nine wickets, possibly the biggest winning margin in 
the history of these matches.

Along with the Senior School teams, the Middle School cricketers have been 
equally successful showing the depth of talent.

While there have been fantastic individual performances, it was the efforts 
from all team members working cohesively that produced the result - total 
commitment, energy and skill won each match! Well done boys!
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For the first time this year, a trip has been planned for students from 
both Saint Kentigern Boys’ and Girls’ School to go on an international 

service trip to Fiji.

Seventeen Year 8 students from the Boys’ and Girls’ School, each 
accompanied by a parent or guardian, will be attending the service trip 
planned for the last week of Term 2. The group will be accompanied by 

REQUEST FOR HELP? 
The Fiji schools have asked for wooden seats and outdoor picnic tables, as well outdoor play 
equipment for the new kindergarten such as swings, slides and seesaws. If you are able to 
help with any of these requests please contact Reverend Reuben Hardie at the Boys’ School.  
Thanks to the generosity of a school parent a container has been arranged to ship items 
donated for this Fiji Service Trip. 

Reverend Reuben Hardie, Chaplain to the Schools, and Mr Richard Kirk, 
Head of English at Saint Kentigern Boys’ School.

The trip will predominantly involve the completion and opening of a village 
medical dispensary in Nawaka Village. They will also visit and work in two 
primary schools in and around Nadi, Nawaka District Primary School 
and Nadi Arya Samaj Primary School, as well as gathering/purchasing and 
shipping to Fiji, resources the schools desperately need.

Seeking Donations 
for Schools in Fiji

The Saint Kentigern Boys’ School 
Parents & Friends Association has 

settled into 2015 with many events 
already well into the planning stages .

Celtic Day was held on 27 March and 
Parents and Friends were again delighted 
to be able to host and sponsor the field 
activities. With exceedingly tight time 
frames of ten minutes per group of boys 
on each one of the field activities, the 
event planning, led by Vanessa Playle and 
assisted on the day by Hilary Chaytor 
as well as a group of team leaders 

responsible for each activity, resulted in yet another successful and efficiently 
run Celtic Day. 

On 5 May we enjoyed hosting a Mothers Morning Tea to celebrate and 
honour the mothers in our community. We were very lucky to secure 
the speaking talents of Allyson Gofton and took great pleasure in the 
opportunity to give our guests a small respite from their busy lives, enjoying 

Allyson’s stories of the year she and her family recently spent in a small 
rural community in France. This will be reported on fully in the next issue 
of Piper.

The AGM saw us reluctantly accept the decision of the Vice Chair, Richard 
Beca, to step down from the role. Simon Ward was unanimously voted 
into the role and along with Nikki Joyce (Interschool Liaison), Naomi 
Hageman (Volunteer Coordinator), Katie Wilson, Corinne Stilwell, Kirsten 
Stanfield (Syndicate Liaisons) and the incumbent Treasurer, Donna Berry 
and Secretary Helen van Schaardenburg, we have an energetic and 
enthusiastic team in place for 2015.

As happens each year, we are forced to say goodbye to some stalwarts 
of the P&F and 2014 was no exception. I must acknowledge the time 
and effort given by Mrs Maryanne Looker over her ten years at the Boys’ 
School. Very much insistent in working behind the scenes, Maryanne took 
an involvement in all P&F events and without her calm efficiency, many of 
these events would not have been the success they were.

We welcome all the new families who have joined us, this year, and look 
forward to enjoying their company either at one of our meetings or one 
of the many events over the year.

Mrs Laura Lane, Chairperson

Laura Lane, Chairperson

Boys’ School Parents and Friends
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