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Reflecting on 2021 makes me realize what an exciting year we are finishing and look forward 

to even more fantastic opportunities for the year to come. Throughout the year highlights  

continued to present themselves not only for the children but also for the teachers and      

families. 

 

Throughout this Yearbook you will read merely a snapshot of the work your children and their 

friends have been involved with. A large focus of our philosophy is to teach children what it 

means to be a part of a democracy and how important their own role is in their society.  

Reading through this Yearbook you will see the importance placed on developing social skills 

and competencies that are so essential in life and will allow the children to understand that 

they are already helpful, valued members of their community. The knowledge that their voice 

and needs are being heard and that their theories on how the world works are already so   

important, the knowledge that they then can go on to research their own theories and come 

to their own conclusions, is a powerful concept and a great start to a lifelong passion for 

learning. 

 

Alongside this, the large focus on numeracy, literacy and of course our Saint Kentigern values 

all help prepare our children for their transition to the Boys School and Girls School when the 

time comes. 

 

2021 marked the 10 Year Anniversary of the Saint Kentigern Preschool. On the 7th February 

2011 the Preschool was opened with 17 children attending that very first day. Many of these 

children moved through the Girls School or Boys School and are now in Year 10 at the College, 

having enjoyed a truly Saint Kentigern-like education. Sadly due to lockdowns in Term 1 and 

again in Term 4, we were unable to celebrate this milestone with our families, but we would 

like to use this opportunity to acknowledge everyone who has supported the Preschool 

throughout these years. 

 

We started our year with a visit from the Education Review Office (ERO) in February and after 

assessing what is happening at our Preschool, they were extremely impressed. The three      

reviewers who were onsite for nearly three days commented on what they noticed, including 

that the children: 

are collaborative, inquisitive and show persistence and perseverance, 

demonstrate high levels of critical thinking and, 

are articulate and show strength in maths, literacy and science. 

 

Sadly, we couldn’t sum up 2021 without a mention of more Covid lockdowns, and particularly 

the long one which started in August and has transformed our lives for well over 3 months. 

Whilst we know how hard it was for families and teachers, I’d like to say a big thank you to the 

teachers who quickly returned to Distance Learning mode and ensured that you and your 

children were still able to stay connected and engaged with the Preschool.  

Looking back on a great year... 

           1 



Professional Development was a highlight for the teachers in our Preschool this year. The      

importance of having teachers further their education, continuously striving for improvement, 

retaining the passion and excitement for working with the amazing children we have in our 

learning community, plays a large role in the Preschool. To strive to provide the best              

education, start to life and social experience for our children is the aim of all of our team and 

professional development opportunities are seen as a key method of ensuring that this         

experience is had by all. 

 

In January, Kirsty undertook a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Mathematics) 

course which was run online from Finland, and was aimed at Preschool aged children. In May, 

Eileen, Durga and myself all took part in an online conference from the Harvard Graduate 

School of Education on Making Thinking Visible. Alongside this, Eileen has also begun studying 

her Masters in Education Practice through the University of Auckland. 

  

All of these courses and studies continue to strengthen their understanding of education,     

enabling teachers to bring back with them new ideas and concepts for the whole team to 

work with. Of course all of these professional development opportunities are rounded off by 

our Teacher only days throughout the year, and the online professional development           

opportunities made available during lockdowns. 

 

I hope you enjoy reading this Yearbook celebrating our 2021 year and we look forward to   

another great year coming up. 

 

Fides Servanda Est 

 

Nikki 

It is amazing to think that this year we celebrated the Saint Kentigern Preschool’s 10th year 

anniversary. Over the last decade visiting the Preschool each Thursday and sharing a story 

with the Preschoolers has been a highlight of my week. It has provided an opportunity for me 

to try and bring to life our core Saint Kentigern values of love, integrity, excellence, respect 

and service, in a way that the preschool children can engage with. The wonderful stories from 

the Bible have made this task a lot more achievable and I know favourite stories over the 

years have included Noah’s Ark, David and Goliath, Daniel and the Lions Den and of course 

Jonah and the Whale. At the end of each session we pray together our Preschool prayer... 

“God our Father, once again, we will ask your blessing.” Reflecting on the last 10 years, I am so 

grateful for the way that God has blessed all the children, staff and families who have all 

made such wonderful contributions to our Preschool. May God continue to bless this 

remarkable place of wonder and learning. 

Rev. Rueben Hardie 

A Message from our Chaplain... 
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Every Friday afternoon children participate in Playball lead by Coach Maria and Coach Brandon. 

The activities planned are varied and interesting with elements of a game usually to keep the 

children focussed and engaged.  The children enjoy to actively participate in the fun and        

interactive games which involve listening to instructions then participating in a variety of games 

involving jumping, catching, throwing, running and other forms of movement. Being physically 

active is a prerequisite for children’s normal growth and development. It supports children’s   

general ability to learn by having a favourable effect on cognitive processes such as alertness, 

attention, concentration,  perception and memory. Through this, children gain increasing control 

and awareness of their bodies and what they can and cannot do, for example balancing. 

As the weeks go on children become more confident as the games become more challenging, 

testing children’s abilities. In order to extend children’s physical literacy children are offered a  

variety of different activities. Sometimes more difficult apparatus is offered to challenge some 

children, this gives children the opportunity to learn by themselves, from others or give children 

the opportunity to teach others. 

 Children are developing cross-patterning motor skills that allow them to develop in other learning 

areas such as reading and writing. Children are encouraged to show good sportsmanship whilst 

doing Playball, often cheering for one another or giving each other high-fives for doing a great 

job! 

“Children more than ever, need opportunities to be in their bodies in the world—jumping rope, 

bicycling, stream hopping and fort building. It’s this engagement between limbs of the body and 

bones of the earth where the balance and centeredness emerge.”   David Sobel 

 

Our Specialist Programme 

Playball, Music and Movement, French 
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The Preschool children always look forward to their Music and Movement sessions weekly. At the 

start of the year Sarah would come in every Thursday and the sessions would follow a similar   

pattern so children became familiar with the songs and expectations with each piece of music 

with and without props such as instruments, scarves and ribbons. Music and movement helps 

children enhance their speech, vocabulary and language skills as their repertoire of rhymes, 

songs and tunes increases. This helps to extend concentration, memory and focus as children 

listen to and follow instructions. Children’s self-esteem is increased as children engage in original 

and spontaneous music and movement. According to Te Whāriki, it is important for children to 

’experience an environment where they discover different ways to be creative and expressive 

(MOE, 2017). Music and creating different body movements can amuse, delight, illuminate,     

inform and excite. 

“Children are born into a world of sound and movement. Music helps their intellectual,              

imaginative, emotional , social and cultural growth.” (MOE) 

In the later part of the year a music teacher from Lewis Eady has been coming to Preschool 

weekly and taking small groups of children on a musical adventure with instruments, movement, 

sounds, rhythms, songs, chants and interactive musical games which the children have loved 

getting involved in!  

Through the language of music and movement, children are able to extend on their repertoire of 

social skills. Manaakitanga is the process of showing respect, generosity and care for others. The 

children are learning concepts such as this during the musical sessions, such as turn-taking, 

rhythm, spatial awareness and sound. 

Te Whāriki states: “Children love moving and movement, and being physically active is an       

important part of everyday life. Finding ways every day for children to use large and small      

muscles allows them to gain control over their bodies. Physical activity promotes children’s    

mental and emotional health as well as physical wellbeing.” 
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Every week Madame Du Cros comes to Preschool from the Boys’ School to teach the  children 

French. The children love getting involved in building with the blocks, singing songs and using  

actions to remember specific words. The interactive nature of these lessons means that they stay 

focused and engaged making learning another language lots of fun! Basic colours, numbers, 

animals, objects and action words are repeated throughout the lesson to reinforce their           

developing French vocabulary.  

“Increasingly, children are likely to be learning in and through more than one language. Besides 

English, te reo Māori, and New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL), some 200 different languages are 

used in New Zealand with Samoan, Hindi, Northern Chinese, French and Yue (Cantonese) being 

the most common. Children more readily become  bi- or multilingual and bi– or multiliterate 

when language learning in the education setting builds on their home languages.” (MOE) 

Becoming proficient in two or more languages is a proven advantage in any language learning. 

Research shows that fostering bilingualism (and multilingualism) supports children to develop 

strengths in cognitive and social learning. Being bilingual enables children to communicate with 

people in their families, communities and learning environments. It can support them to relate to 

others, participate in cultural activities and connect with others in the community. Opportunities 

to learn another language supports the development of bi-literacy or multi-literacy skills and 

have access to additional literatures, traditions, and ideas to enrich their later learning. Children 

have access to, and can apply cultural knowledge that is embedded in languages and   

demonstrate flexible thinking and be able to use information in new ways.  
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Preparation for School 

Each and every term here at Preschool we have a small group of children who join our 

‘Preparation for School’ programme. These children look forward to this experience with such 

excitement and anticipation, knowing that the next step of their learning journey is school. As 

teachers we place a lot of value on fostering a love of learning for life, yet within this, we have 

the responsibility to prepare our boys and girls for their next step.  

The children within this small group meet daily for carefully planned learning experiences that 

foster a variety of skills and dispositions. It is at these times the children are given tasks to        

complete that require them to use their developing fine motor skills when reinforcing                

fundamental knowledge such as letter symbols, phonics and to count and practice writing     

numerals. These experience simulate what it will be like in a classroom at school. The children are 

offered instructions, then time and space to practice their listening skills, self -motivation and 

concentration to work on the task at hand.  

Whilst knowledge and skill acquisition are paramount to a successful transition, it is also important 

to nurture the holistic potential of the children. This means that we endeavour to foster             

independence, taking responsibility for their emotions and belongings and to have a positive 

attitude fuelled by high self-esteem. These small group experiences are a special time with a 

teacher where children are encouraged to collaborate, listen to others, to persist with seeing a 

task through to completion and to make their own decisions.  

This year has seen our Preparation for School children engaging in a range of fun and learning 

based experiences. From tactile literacy play, where they practiced forming the letters of their 

own name in paint to collecting real objects to practice their letter sounds and phonics. They 

have also been investigating self portraits and taking a closer look at their own facial features.  
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Our Preparation for school children also get to enjoy frequent visits to either the Boys’ or Girls’ 

school. These are special times where the children get to meet their new teacher, meet up with 

old Preschool friends and experience school-related activities. Collectively we hold the view that 

children who possess effective social skills and communication strategies are very well placed to 

be an active participant in their own learning journey both now and in the future. These visits to 

the school campus’ offer a sense of familiarity for our children, as they can visualise and become 

familiar with their new environment as well as they teachers and children. The children               

experience lunchbox day once a week where they are able to practice eating out of their 

lunchboxes amongst their friends. This is a much anticipated day for most of our preparation for 

school children. 

As times changed near the end of the year for us all with lockdown, our Preparation to school 

children showed such resilience and perseverance as our programme moved to our online    

platform. The children enjoyed seeing their friends daily and looked forward to the learning they 

did online. The practiced their letter sounds and phonics, drawing pictures that matched the   

letter, listening to songs about letter sounds and working on their fine motor skills and pincer   

control. During trying times, we were so proud of the way the children took the changes in their 

stride, adapting to an unfamiliar online platform and continued to showcase their love of     

learning.  
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Here at the Preschool we pride ourselves on the quality early childhood education experience 

that we provide for our youngest learners. With the Preschool positioned as the first step many 

children and their families will take as part of their Saint Kentigern learning journey, there is an   

imperative responsibility to ensure that this experience is positive and is one that lays down the 

foundation for later learning. It is important to then view ourselves within the wider Saint Kentigern 

context and seeing of ourselves as a learning organisation. 

A learning organisation can be defined as ‘an organisation skilled at creating, acquiring, and 

transferring knowledge, and modifying it’s behaviour to reflect new knowledge and insights 

(Harvard Business Review). Our learning programme on offer to the children presents                 

opportunities to create, acquire and transfer knowledge through inquiry- based investigations 

and play-based learning. Children are empowered to wonder, imagine and generate their own 

working theories and to be critical thinkers. Children are supported to visualise their thinking 

through creative mediums. Teachers hold the view that children are capable and competent, 

with rich existing knowledge waiting to be tapped into. Teachers therefore provide opportunities 

for children to be active contributors to the Preschool as a learning organisation. 

It goes without saying that teachers have a professional responsibility to tacitly contribute to the 

aim of being a learning organisation. This relates specifically to engaging in inquiry-based         

research to gain new professional knowledge and understandings to broaden teaching         

practices and continuously improve pedagogical approaches to children’s learning. This year, 

Katie has attended leadership PD; Nikki, Durga, and Eileen undertook a course facilitated by   

Project Zero on ‘making thinking visible’ and Emily attended a course on supporting learning for 

boys in the early years. The longevity of lockdown presented opportunities for all teachers to    

engage in more professional learning, examples include Jonelle, Durga and Emily undertaking a 

visual arts course and nearly every member of staff watching a selection of webinars collated by 

the Conscious Collective that focused on heart-centred pedagogies. To facilitate positive       

outcomes for children’s learning, teachers are continuously striving to learn and grow, share their 

strengths, talents and expertise. It is this melting pot of diverse contributions that add to the      

tapestry of rich educational opportunities here at Preschool. 

It is important to explicitly place value on the role that our families play in contributing to the   

Preschool as a Learning Organisation. Each family member brings with them a wealth of           

experiences, talents, cultural capital, values and career expertise. By maintaining meaningful 

connections with caregivers there is reciprocal sharing of knowledge and  experience, thereby 

enriching our learning organisational landscape where growth, success and achievement are 

encouraged for everyone.  

Preschool as a Learning Organisation          
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The re-appearance of coronavirus on New Zealand shores 

precipitated a sudden return to Lockdown for our          

Preschool community. Children and teachers alike quickly 

retreated to the safety of our ‘bubbles’ with our respective 

family members. With an emphasis on supporting each 

other to remain connected, we delved into the digital 

realm of Teams. What probably seemed a daunting      

prospect at first soon became a part of our daily life as 

children were invited to participate in a wide variety of 

learning experiences. In turn teachers have showcased 

their abilities to be resourceful and increasingly confident 

to engage our youngest learners in a virtual environment. 

Our daily Teams meetings have been entertaining, and 

prone to unexpectedly delightful moments of curiosity as 

the children have learnt to familiarise themselves with  

‘joining meetings’, using the ‘mute’ button at the            

appropriate times, and off course ‘leaving’ a meeting. 

Getting these pieces of online etiquette right has certainly 

made for some interesting group gatherings, for not just 

the children but the teachers too. It must also be said that 

insightful connections between home and Preschool are a 

lot more prevalent than ever before. 

Whilst the emphasis has been on maintaining relationships, 

our children have had opportunities to build on their       

literacy, numeracy, relish in their love of a good puppet 

show, to dance, keep fit, be expressive and creative,     

explore their passions, and guide their own learning. We 

commend the parents, siblings and other members of the 

family ‘bubble’ for supporting holistic learning from the 

comfort of your own home. A special thank you must also 

be extended to those parents who gave their time to 

share their talent and cultural expertise with us. Your input 

into our online learning programme is invaluable and very 

much appreciated. 

Online Learning 
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“One Day a Taniwha…” 

The Pohutukawa group have been learning about the water monster Māori legend Taniwha. We 

observed that the children were fascinated by this character and were curious to read or listen 

to stories about Taniwha. During investigation times, the children were provided with numerous 

opportunities for creating their Taniwha using various art mediums and resources, including   

pencil, coloured pens and pencils, water colours, collage and clay. In order to identify each 

child’s work, they were each given their ‘name shell’ and invited to name their creations. This 

proved to be a successful tool as each child’s proficiency, confidence and pride grew and 

through looking at their work, they gained a sense of achievement and satisfaction through their 

meaningful endeavours and efforts. Our children have been loving creating Taniwha, the            

provocations allowing them to explore this interest deeply, providing them with time and         

resources to develop and extend their imagination and creativity.  

As the interest grew with the children, the learning became richer and the questions and ideas 

more varied, curious and inquisitive. We started to see greater detail on the children’s Taniwha 

creations. There were additional and more detailed features emerging, backgrounds being   

depicted, more attention given to colours and textures as each child put together their ideas 

and stretched their imagination to create their own amazing Taniwha.  
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A natural extension to the children’s learning was through the book “One Day a Taniwha”, where 

the children were introduced to song, music and movement, this medium proving extremely  

popular, with everyone enjoying learning the song and actions. 

We wanted to share our learning “One Day a Taniwha” with our other Preschool friends and 

teachers, so an idea was formed whereby we would put on a couple of small shows. In          

preparation for these performances the children practiced the song and engaged in a             

collaborative effort to make a backdrop that became a visual synthesis of all the knowledge the 

children had gained about Taniwha. The idea soon gained momentum and a group of children 

undertook the task of creating the backdrop scene for the show, this included volcanos, Taniwha, 

a waka, sea, cave, the sun and its rays and even some fish in a net.  The backdrop scene         

provided a real  magnified version of an original drawing.  

It was rewarding as a team to share our work collaboratively, particularly so, when it was           

embraced so wholeheartedly and passionately by all. Each child’s learning journey was unique, 

where their learning was extended through a range of different forms in The Arts. A few month on 

the interest remains and “One Day a Taniwha”, is now a trusty favourite for all our tamariki.   
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“I like playing with the babies.” Naira, 2 years 6 months. 

“I miss all the teachers and I hope to go back to       

Preschool now.” Marx, 4 years.  

“I can do things like this. Indie is my friend. Baba and me 

go to the playground”  Harris, 3 years 4 months. 

A word from the children.. 

“Oh you know what, we always play fun things like with the dinosaurs and they 

have eggs and it is a pterodactyl.”  Amelia, 4 years.  

“My mum brought me here with a snack and a juice when Holly was here. My 

mum says I’m a big girl now.”  Indie, 2 years 9 months. 

“I like to play in the sandpit. I like to paint with my friends. I like to play with my friends. I like to 

play everywhere.”  Liam, 4 years 7 months. 

“I like playing with the other children and making friends. I like learning to dance with Sarah the 

dancer. She does the ’I like to move it move it’ song. I love to play in the family corner because 

it has a kitchen and we play families. I really enjoy playing in the playground, reading stories and 

eating in the Kowhai room during lockdown! I want to sleep here sometimes. It would be in a 

tent though not the sleep room, but my mum would say no. I would really love to see all the   

children back at Preschool again, but especially Ella and Abhiruvee!” Millie, 4 years 7 months. 

 "I miss playing with mobilo, trucks and cars. I miss the food. I also 

miss Lexi, Kirsty and Mona.” Declan, 3 years 7 months. 

“I come here and play with Amelia and Millie and I’m not the last one 

to go home” Lexi, 3 years 10 months. 

“I am going to big school and will have a different uniform. I will miss 

Jackson and everything.” Ollie, 4 years 9 months. 

“I like Preschool because I can do lots of artwork. I like playing in the 

playground and in the sandpit and I like going to the art room to 

make stuff. I like the Christmas Party because I can see Santa and 

Santa gives me gifts.” Landon, 4 years 8 months. 

“I miss Lauren. I miss the Thomas train track. I miss my friends, I am so 

sad. I want to see everyone all soon” Migo, 3 years 10 months.  
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Chinese New Year Celebrations 

The Chinese New Year, which is celebrated in many parts of New Zealand, usually falls       

somewhere between 21st January and 20th February each year. In 2021, Chinese New Year fell 

on the 12th of February. This is the year of the Ox. Here at the Preschool, the children and     

families celebrated this special occasion with traditional decorations, food, costumes, Chinese 

character writing, lion dancing, and various other experiences giving children to opportunity to 

be part of the lunar festival.  

The Preschool children prepared delicious dumplings as part of the celebration and learnt ways 

to carefully fold them. It is indeed an artful skill to fold these dumplings and the children         

participated enthusiastically! Besides that, the children created “Hong Bao” - red envelopes 

filled with hand-made gifts to each other. Giving “Hong Bao” is part of the Chinese New Year 

traditions and usually these red envelopes are given as token of good wishes during the new 

year. Through the reciprocal process of giving and receiving the envelopes, the children        

experience aroha (love) with each other and their families.  

The significance of this festival was discussed and shared further with the children through      

storybooks and dramatic play. Children came dressed in Chinese costumes, adorned grandly in 

red and gold. These colours signify good wishes, happiness and lucky charms. The children     

enjoyed immersing themselves in this cultural celebration that has meaning for many in our   

Preschool community.  
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The Language of Tactility 

Earlier in the year we embarked on an incredible journey of 

learning through an investigation into ‘The Language of 

Tactility’. This investigation began when we observed small 

groups of children in our art room engaging with the paint 

on our easels. What stood out to us the most was their pure 

joy and sense of pride as they used the paint in their own 

unique way to express themselves. We were curious to find 

out why the children chose to explore the paint in this way. 

This led to us offering an experience in which the children 

could build a relationship with the paint using their senses 

and bodies as tools.  

 

We provided the children with white paint as we believed 

that it offered the them opportunities to explore the      

physical properties of the paint without the distraction of 

different colours. We felt as though this enabled the         

children to explore the paint in its entirety. This gave the 

children time and space to use their senses to engage with 

the paint’s tactility texture, malleability, form and potential.  

We also chose to offer the children paint straight onto the 

table tops instead of individual pieces of paper. We did this 

to encourage the children to focus on the processes of   

engaging with the properties of the paint and to nurture 

their urges to explore sensorially with their hands, bodies 

and some of their senses. We wanted this to become a  

tactile experience for all of the children involved, where the 

table top would become their very own living canvas.  

 

As we observed the children, it become very apparent to 

us just how much learning this experience was offering 

them. Introducing the paint in this way was very unfamiliar 

to this group of children and we were very impressed by 

their willingness to take a risk and try something new. 

Through their explorations we noticed the children’s       

spontaneity as they interacted with the paint. We noticed 

the children were experimenting with the scientific concept 

of cause and effect, when moving their hands through the 

paint. This created a sense of wonder and magic for the 

children as they made marks and wiped them away     

leaving a fresh slate to re-create on.  
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This reminded us of the importance of looking at children’s learning through a bicultural lens. 

Whanaungatanga is a tikanga Māori value that emphasises the significance of having close 

connections with others. It was heart warming to observe the children’s growing confidence 

and familiarity with the ritual of this sensory play experience. We enjoyed observing the           

increasing sense of unity and knowledge that the children knew that they were seen and heard 

by others.  

 

We then introduced gloop as the next tactile medium for the children to interact with. We     

observed close examination of the gloop as they moved their hands and fingers through this 

resource in varied ways to make sense of its potential for creative communication. It was       

interesting to see how the children pursued their investigations in unique ways. For some, it was 

all about the way the gloop felt on their skin as they drizzled handfuls onto their hands and 

arms. This led to curious fascination as the children watched the gloop move through the air 

from one hand to the other. Other children were engrossed by the manipulative potential of 

the gloop as they realised they could cause an almost ‘magical’ change of state of the gloop 

with each movement. 

As our investigation into exploring tactile materials evolved, it was 

enlightening to observe how the children continued to develop 

and adapt the ways in which they engaged with the materials 

and with one another.  This highlighted the importance of         

nurturing Holistic Development/Kotahitanga.  

 

Kotahitanga is a tikanga Māori value that appreciates the         

importance of viewing all aspects of children’s learning as an    

integrated and interconnected whole. This value encourages   

unity, social skills, emotional competence, physical play with one 

another and supporting others to create a sense of ‘oneness’ and 

construct a community of learners. Kotahitanga is all                   

encompassing and nurtures all areas of holistic development      

for a child.  

 

As the children continued to play with and explore the gloop     

(as well as previously the paint) in meaningful ways within a       

familiar shared group, we saw just how evident Kotahitanga is and 

also the value of whanaungatanga (a sense of belonging),       

appreciating the contribution each individual child brings to the 

collective experience. 
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Construction play is very popular at Preschool and offers children many educational benefits.  

Construction play is proven to make a difference to the way children think and complete tasks. 

Construction play can be very vast; the act of simply counting bricks, to measuring weight and 

moving objects all contribute to children thinking outside the box, and critically about their      

actions. Open-ended activities allow children to grow and develop to their full potential. When 

children engage in this type of play, they start to ask themselves the question ‘what if…’            

indicating they are challenging themselves, stimulating their thinking. Playing with a variety of 

building and creative resource, helps children build self-confidence and encourages their       

independent learning. Allowing children freedom in their construction play makes them think   

independently and make decisions based on their explorations. 

In our early learning environment, construction play promotes: 

Creativity: by encouraging children to think creatively, it helps the brain to look beyond a one 

directional way of thinking. If children understand the importance of thinking differently when   

undertaking a task, they will always use this skill later in life. Children can take an idea, and see it 

through ‘real-life’ contexts when designing their own play and choosing different materials. 

Problem-solving: through their constructive play, children will learn what will work and what will 

not. Trial and error is a good method to create structures and modify methods. Overcoming 

problems to build structures in a specific way will always aid creative thinking and problem-

solving skills. Children learn to become flexible with their approaches towards solving a problem. 

Fine and Gross Motor Skills: as children crawl, walk or stretch to build their construction piece, 

they are strengthening their gross motor skills. Developing small muscles in hands and fingers help 

increase fine motor skills also. 

Cooperative Play: construction play helps children to cooperate with each other in order to 

complete tasks.   Children are able to strengthen their social skills and become better team  

players. As children construct together, they are building on their collaborative skills. 

Hand-eye Coordination: children use hand-eye coordination whenever they build or construct. A 

child’s eyes send visual information to the brain to tell it where the hand is placed and if it is     

legible. The brain generates  instructions for how the hand has to move in order to create         

appropriate shapes. 

The Language of Construction 

         16 



Maths, Science and understanding the world around them: children explore counting, shapes, 

size and symmetry. They are able to experience concepts such as cause and effect, gravity and 

balance in action along with exploring attributes of materials and seeing how one object can 

represent something else. They gather information, experiment, and question while engaging in 

constructive play. They build, stack, construct, and draw as they test out their working theories. 

Imagination, curiosity and language skills: children build characters into their play, exploring  

materials with enquiry and intent. Teachers take opportunities to scaffold children’s language 

skills with complex and intricate language. Children learn through their interactions with the 

physical and social world. Most importantly children are connecting and interacting with their 

environment. Children learn through their interactions with the physical and social world. Most 

importantly children are connecting and interacting with their environment. 

Self-esteem and creative thinking: children build confidence as they experience an                  

environment where their contributions are valued, and where they learn the ability to think      

laterally. From cardboard-crate-turned pirate ships, kitchen-roll-tube telescopes and muddy 

trenches in the fields to meticulously built Lego police stations, constructive play can manifest 

itself in any form for  imaginative little minds. When children use materials to create or build 

something, and it’s organised and focussed towards a goal, this is where the magic happens! 

Jean Piaget formalised the idea and belief that children learn by exploring the interaction       

between their ideas and the real world.  They have explored materials, understood different sizes 

and had some experiences of what prevents them falling through sensory play. If children are 

making something intentionally and creatively, they are constructing. They are being curious 

and approaching that curiosity with hands-on inquiry. They are moving from a functional         

understanding to a clear idea of the properties of the materials they are using in their             

construction play.  
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“I love playing in the sand with my classmates.  I like imagining with the building blocks and   

sharing my creations with the teachers. I miss some good friends from the Preschool who are 

now at the Boys’ School, and l am looking forward to meeting them there.”                              

Frederick, 4 years 7 months. 

 

“I really enjoy playing with my friends in the playground, sand pit and 

working out all the puzzles. I also love to read all the books in          

Preschool. Playing puzzles are my favourite activity as I like all the 

themes and solving them. I miss my teachers and my friends.” Dylan, 3 
years 10 months.  

“I like to walk around at Preschool and I want to see everyone and 

then Ollie comes and we play” Jackson G, 4 years 4 months. 

“I like to hum at Preschool when I am happy and when I am thinking” 

George, 4 years 5 months.  

“I like the trains and digging holes. I have a trampoline at my house” 

Helios, 3 years 4 months. 

“I like going down both ends of Preschool, playing with the bugs and 

doing puzzles. I miss eating lots of things the most at Preschool. I miss 

playing with Raghava.” Hudson, 4 years 5 months. 

“My favourite thing to do at Preschool is playing pirate games with 

George and also reading books. My favourite book is call ‘Ocean 

Exploring’ - it has a submarine which travels to the deep ocean into 

the coral reef and find cuttlefish.” Marcel, 5 years 1 month. 

“We like to play with lots of toys like lego. We like drawing at 

school and also meeting lots of friends as well.”                   

Alston, Hugo and Tiger 4 years 1 month. 

“I want to go back to Preschool and play with 

dinosaur puzzles and eat lunch with everyone”  

Kousuke, 3 years 11 months. 

“I like to play in the swing. Did you know my 

little sister will come here when she is bigger” 

- Jackson C, 3 years 10 months . 

A word from the children ... 
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Sons and Daughters of Saint Kentigern 

In April, our boys and girls were invited to attend 

Celtic Day and Flora Macdonald Day             

respectively. These annual events are much  

anticipated on both the Boys’ and Girls’ School 

calendars. Donning beautiful sashes our        

children had the opportunity to play a part in 

the ceremonial proceedings that included 

marching in the parades led by the Pipe Bands 

and Drummers along with sitting quietly          

absorbing renditions of our Scottish heritage  

superbly lead by the older boys and girls. 

These experiences offer our Preschool children 

opportunities to build a sense of belonging  

within our wider organisational community. 

Wherever possible we always will try to honour 

family affiliations with the school houses          

ensuring that sashes worn match accordingly. 

The children loved being part of these events; 

the pomp and ceremony  offers moments for 

the children to appreciate the significance of 

being a valued member of the Saint Kentigern   

family. Heart warming scenes where siblings 

can seek each other out for a quick hug or 

friendly smile, make these times even more  

special and poignant. Attending events like this 

also add an extra layer to our transition             

experiences for our children as they give them 

a taster of what is to come in their educational 

future. 
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Our Mother’s Day Celebration was an opportunity for 

us to celebrate our wonderful Mums. As these        

much-loved ladies arrived for the day, the children 

embraced the opportunity to first give their Mums their 

special necklace, handcrafted with love and care. 

They then had the opportunity to enjoy the company 

of other Mums and friends over delicious cheese   

sandwiches and iced homemade biscuits. There was a 

tangible sense of  love and connection as children 

and Mothers relished in this precious moment to spend 

time together. 

However, the highlight for all was most definitely the 

‘Nanogirl’ Show in the Girls’ School Hall. Children and 

adults alike were enthralled by the magic of bubble-

making. The children were  delighted by this especially 

as the bubbles grew bigger and bigger with each    

experiment. 

Joy and delight was especially evident when every 

child and Mum had the opportunity to stand inside a 

giant bubble. What a fabulous experience for          

everyone to enjoy as a Preschool family. The novelty of 

being enveloped within a bubble was met with awe 

and intrigue. 

Thank you to ’Nanogirl’ for teaching us that Science 

can be our Superpower. Thank you also to our lovely 

Mums (and Grandmas) for coming along to share in 

this special event with the children. We are sure that 

the memories of popping a bubble from the inside will 

certainly stand the test of time. 

Mother’s Day 

           20 



Fostering Literacy Skills through Drawing 

At Preschool we strongly advocate for a curriculum where the children are at the heart of      

everything we do. During the summer months the Pohutukawa group have shown a      

longstanding interest in animals. To intentionally weave this into the learning environments we 

have had many discussions with the children as a group to gather more information about what 

it is about animals that is capturing their attention. The children have shared their favourite       

animal during these discussions, along with an explanation for their choice. The children’s         

responses to these questions reflect their confidence to express their thinking using increasingly 

descriptive vocabulary. 

Teachers have been embracing this group interest through the provision of intriguing               

provocations and materials both on table-tops and throughout the learning spaces. Our morning 

investigation times have presented opportunities for children to revisit their ‘favourite animal’   

using their drawing skills. Through these visually creative processes, the children are challenging 

themselves to draw with detail, use their imaginations and to work in small groups on                 

collaborative animal pictures. 

Within these drawing experiences the children are encouraged and show great pride in writing 

their names next to their work. Inadvertently the children are creating visual stories about their 

favourite animals that are accompanied by emerging print and letter shapes.  

 An Interest-Led curriculum means that the children determine the trajectory of their explorations 

and discoveries whilst the teachers offering guidance and support.  
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Yoga promotes children’s physical strength as they learn to use all of their muscles in new ways. 

Whether a pose is done sitting, standing, or lying down, each one can challenge various muscle 

groups while children become aware of their body and how it efficiently functions. Yoga refines 

balance and coordination. Balance is a key element of Yoga and it encourages children to    

explore their own mental clarity, stability and overall dexterity as they try all the poses. As         

children’s ability to hold poses strengthens, they feel a sense of accomplishment. Children also 

experience opportunities where they can practice compassion, mindfulness, generosity, focus, 

strength , and flexibility. Yoga has the ability to function as a release valve that elevates pressure 

to nurture and develop a resilient and resourceful body, mind and spirit.  

As a part of our curriculum, we like to incorporate holistic aspects focusing on the well– being of 

our children. For this purpose we provide Yoga and Mindfulness at Preschool.  Yoga is a great 

way to practice accessing and integrating all aspects of our true nature, mind, body and spirit, 

in the pursuit of inner harmony. Mindfulness helps  maintaining a moment-by-moment awareness 

of our thoughts, feelings, bodily sensations, and surrounding environment, through a gentle,    

nurturing lens. It is a great tool for relieving anxiety and stress. Yoga provides opportunities for  

mindfulness by develop focus on their breathing, Visualisation through story-telling and posing 

the postures helps to support their emotional balance and self-awareness. We start our Yoga  

sessions with the magic word ‘Namaste’ following some deep breathing practices and then    

Yoga poses like butterfly pose, mountain pose, tree pose, warrior pose and many more. ’Om 

shanti’, ’Yoga clock’ and ’Feather song’ are some of our all time favourite songs that includes 

various postures, breathing exercises and sensory experiences. We always finish our sessions with 

some relaxing music and meditation.  

“Namaste!” 
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‘No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever    

wasted.’- Aesop 

Kindness is very important to us here at Preschool. We 

use books, stories and real examples from  every day 

life that show kindness to support our children’s          

understanding of this important value. You may have 

seen our Kindness documentation, where we have 

pinned quotes from the children about how they think 

they could be kind. Some examples were: ‘Don’t hurt 

friends’, ‘Not hitting, be careful with our hands’, ‘No 

pushing anybody’ and ‘Kindness is playing with friends’. 

Sharing was also a huge element of kindness that 

came up for a lot of the children, which was wonderful 

to hear. 

To support the children’s understanding further, we   

decided to introduce our Atawhai Jar. We explained 

to the children that if we noticed or spotted them     

doing something kind around Preschool, we would   

invite them to place a marble into the jar! We then 

asked the children again how they thought they could 

earn a marble. During this hui, we then chose some     

children we had already seen doing kind things and 

invited them to place a marble in the jar so the others 

could see how it works and feel excited to get their 

own marble for the jar! 

The act of contributing to the Atawhai Jar promotes 

mana among children and encourages them to think 

about their behaviour and how they interact with    

others. The Atawhai Jar is a tangible way to show that 

kindness soon adds up. As the jar soon started to fill up 

with   marbles, we invited the children to the mat to 

show them how well they have been doing. We then 

explained that if we can fill the jar then we can choose 

something exciting to do as a Preschool. We look      

forward to getting to continue our Kindness journey at         

Preschool and to continue filling the jar! 

Our Atawhai Jar 
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The Hundred Languages of Clay– Ukuuku 

“Children need the freedom to appreciate the  

infinite resources of their hands, their eyes and their 

ears, the resources of forms, materials, sounds and 

colours” – Loris Malaguzzi  

 

The use of clay in the classroom supports the core 

values and beliefs behind the Reggio Emilia        

approach to learning. Playing with clay              

empowers children to think, question, investigate, 

and explore at their own pace. They can be as 

creative and imaginative as they want. Clay,     

being a natural open-ended resource allows     

children to think deeper, foster their sense of    

wonder, as they utilise it in their own authentic 

ways of exploring. Clay was offered to our           

Preschool children during investigation times. Whilst 

the children were engaged exploring this resource, 

they enjoyed the multi-sensory benefits the clay 

was offering them. Clay play encourages sensory             

development through the sight, touch, smell and 

even sound!  

There were a few children who started a  ritual of 

exploring the clay by tapping on it, creating sound 

each time before they begun the investigation 

times. Soon, this ritual became part of the           

children’s routine whenever they played with the 

clay. As a group, they would greet each other 

through the tapping sound which was created. 

The rhythmic sound and the therapeutic feeling 

from the clay empowered children to manipulate 

this resource in many different ways, with one of 

them being a means to connect with each other. 
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Children revisited this resource establishing a further 

deeper connection to investigate beyond their     

imaginative state of mind. Whilst the children         

explored unhurriedly, there was a shift in their         

interaction which was unfolding over time. The shift 

in their social interaction opened meaningful       

conversations amongst the children which then 

drove the clay investigation to expand more, this 

time in a collaborative mode. Children shared their 

vision, collaboration, powerful negotiation skills and 

mutual engagement whilst playing with clay.  

Children worked collectively, respectfully listened to 

each other and as a group, joined their individual 

clay to co-construct group clay work. The children 

worked in two big groups,  exploring the hard and 

“sloshy” clay. Each child explored the clay at their 

pace, making their thinking seen and heard. The 

community of learners were visible as children 

worked collaboratively by connecting with each 

other through this resource. The clay was used in a 

multitude ways offering children ways to connect 

with each other and contribute to collective holistic 

learning.  

The children shared their urges, dispositions,       

pleasure and joy whilst they utilised the clay. They 

problem solved many situations whilst  exploring clay 

particularly when they worked from 2-dimensional 

layout to creating a 3-dimensional work. Children 

seem to understand that, they could re-make their       

designs if their first attempts are not successful. They 

developed the understanding that the clay can be 

re-moulded and things can be re-designed. 

Throughout this exploration, they enjoyed the       

processes of sharing their creativity and discoveries 

with one another. 
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Holistic Literacy Learning Through Play 

Here at Preschool our early education programme provides opportunities for children to engage 

in learning through play. Learning spaces are set-up with pertinent resources with the intent to   

invite children to explore and engage with these materials in playful and  purposeful ways.        

Possibilities for children to immerse themselves into literacy-rich experiences are prevalent 

throughout the day as early literacy learning encompasses oral language, written language and 

visual language learning.  Specifically children’s literacy learning is an integration of these 

’modes’ of literacy. Whether children are listening to stories, songs, their teachers or peers, they 

are immersed in a rich auditory learning environment. Written language experiences are fostered 

through drawing, the visual arts, and engaging gross and fine motor experiences. Visual literacy is 

the ability to decode and gain an understanding of images such as book illustrations,               

photographs, observation, and the use of visual processing skills to make sense of the world 

around them.  

With a play-based curriculum as the foundation for quality learning and teaching opportunities at 

Preschool, the children use their competences and capabilities to build their literacy knowledge 

and skills in various ways. The more times that children revisit their preferred interests and passions 

whether this be drawing, writing the letters of their name, engaging in reciprocal conversations 

about people, places and things, paging through books or engaging with the visual stimuli from 

purposeful provocations, children will acquire oral, written and visual literacy knowledge that will 

hold them in good stead for their learning both now and in the future. 
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Te Reo Māori and Matariki 

“Ko te reo te tuaraki, ko te reo toku ahurei, ko te reo 

te ora” 

“Language is my identity, language is my uniqueness, 

language is my life”   

Teaching and learning Te Reo Māori is important     

because it relates to the bicultural framing of Te 

Whāriki and the vision that all children will grow up 

strong in their identity, language and culture. 

Here, at the Preschool, the weekly Māori phrases were 

introduced to invite everyone to connect with         

bicultural practices and unpack its deeper values. 

Children were enthusiastically involved in using Te Reo 

Māori words in their daily conversations with each   

other. The usage of Te Reo Māori is another way of 

work in partnership with the children, whānau and     

community as a natural part of the day in the effort of         

strengthening Te Reo Māori as a living language. 

The significance of incorporating Te Reo Māori is also 

seen in teacher planning through provocations,      

usage of Māori words, waiata (songs), stories around 

the myths and legends, tikanga, arts and various    

other areas of learning. Part of appreciating the   

practice is celebrating events such as Matariki,     

sharing its deeper meaning and significance with the 

children and Preschool community.  

These celebrations provide a wonderful gateway to 

explore deeper learning and discussion about the 

Māori world view. Children are interested to know the 

stories about Matariki and the meaning behind the 

celebration. Stories such as, “The Seven Kites of      

Matariki”, and legends of Maui,  were shared with the 

children. Tapping into this world of wonder allows the 

children to connect and feel the togetherness          

enriched by a collective sense of belonging as a    

Preschool whānau.  
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Families 

Upon returning from the summer break, the 

children in the Kowhai group talked a lot 

about their families and whanau. This all 

started when the teachers asked parents to 

bring in family photos to acknowledge new 

and current children and their families and 

display a sense of community. The children 

loved looking at their own photos as well as 

those of their friends, and had fun talking 

about their families using their photos as a 

prompt.  

At Saint Kentigern Preschool, our children love 

role playing and it is always fascinating 

watching them act out scenarios. During this 

time, the Kowhai teachers particularly noticed 

how engaged and interactive the children 

were in the family corner, role playing real life 

experiences from home, making food for their 

friends and later on in the investigation, re-

enacting rituals around food and meal time - 

an aspect of ‘family’ that they considered 

very significant. The conversations they had 

with one another enriched their social and 

emotional competency.  

We had many conversations about our 

families where we talked about our family 

members, family rituals, cultural celebrations, 

special events, what they liked to do at home, 

their favourite memories with their loved ones 

and what they loved about their families. 

These occasions provided children with the 

opportunity to build confidence in talking to a 

small group, practice respectful listening, 

acknowledge other children’s thoughts and 

experiences and learn about cultures.  

The teachers set up many table provocations 

to encourage children to extend their learning 

and understanding of their families, as well as 

giving them the opportunity to develop and 

enhance their literacy and numeracy 

knowledge, and draw pictures of their family 

members.  
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The children also used dinosaurs as another way 

of exploring family life. The dinosaurs became a 

tool for exploring the notion of family. We saw 

many care moments happening and the 

children using the dinosaurs to re-enact real life 

much like in the family corner. 

In our group times the children used a wide 

range of materials to communicate their ideas 

and visually express themselves. They drew 

pictures of them with their families initially with 

pencils, but then with vivids and water colour, 

black and white paint, felts and collage 

materials. 

We wanted to offer another medium for the 

children to explore family and choose loose 

parts. We offered a selection of natural items, 

metal and gemstones for the children to use. At 

first, some of the children did not know how to 

use the resources to make their families and 

special experiences, but after observing one 

another and problem solving, they played with 

the resources to make amazing pieces of 

artwork. At one of the tables, the children 

connected all their family creations together to 

make one big Preschool community. This was an 

inspirational and heart-warming experience to 

witness because the children felt that it was 

important to make that link and represent the 

Saint Kentigern community. It conveyed such a 

powerful message of coming together as one 

and having a sense of belonging for this big, 

multicultural Preschool family. As teachers, we 

were inspired by the conversations we had with 

them as they shared their love of their families 

through their explorations. 
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Book Day 

To celebrate Literacy Week we invited the children to come to Preschool dressed as a character 

from one of their favourite books. We were so impressed by the vast array of costumes and     

creativity shown by our young friends as they arrived for the day. It was great to see Preschool 

filled with colour in place of the characteristic Saint Kentigern shade of blue. With treasured 

books placed proudly on display on the shelf, so began our day of wonderfully rich immersion on 

the joy of reading and listening to stories together. The children were so proud to hear their book 

being read out to the rest of the group. Their attention and focus had to be commended, as we 

made our way through quite a significant number of books together.  

Book Day also presented an opportunity for the teachers to embrace their flair for dressing up as 

well. We had an array of enchanting literacy characters, with Mrs Wishy Washy being by far the 

most memorable and entertaining. 

Whilst the love of literacy is fostered daily here at Preschool, Book Day presented an opportunity 

for children and teachers to celebrate our collective love for stories. We learnt a lot more about 

our children’s interests and the sentimental role favourite stories play in young children’s family 

lives and the enduring place they hold in their hearts. 
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Early this year, a small group of children noticed the ants in one 

of our provocations that support our shared group interest into 

‘Animals’. In order to enhance their interest and to foster deeper 

thinking about these fascinating creatures, we had offered more 

specific provocations to encourage deeper engagement with 

their developing working theories about Ants. Our regular       

conversations sparked other children’s curiosity and interest too 

and upon observation it became clear that there is an emerging 

interest to tap into further. Investigation times provided             

opportunities where children expressed their ideas about ants, 

including the notion that they lived in holes, and clear ideas 

about what foods they liked to eat. Children were also provoked 

to express their interpretations of these experiences through 

group discussions, drawings, painting, play dough, ant hunts, 

ephemeral art and many more.  

With purpose and intent the children worked together in small 

groups to investigate more about ants, specifically their             

anatomical features using playdough, loose parts, drawing, and 

books and of course an array of ant replicas from our insect    

basket. As well as this we also conducted an experiment          

together to see what foods the ants prefer the most, as just one 

way to support the children to test out one of their working      

theories. As well as this, the children have been intrigued to 

search for ants in the Preschool outdoor environment together. 

 To support this learning journey for the children, there was       

potential to support their learning around specific learning      

outcomes underpinned by Te Whāriki, our early childhood       

curriculum. These include helping the children to make sense of 

their worlds be generating their own working theories and  

providing the time and space for children to express their       

feelings and ideas  using a range of materials and modes along 

with utilising various strategies and skills to play and learn with 

others.  

Being Experts on Ants 

           31 



"I miss Preschool because I like seeing and playing with my friends. I like all my teachers and my 

favourite teacher is Kirsty. I like Kirsty because she is very very nice. I really miss Dylan and I really 

like playing with him on the big blue box. When I'm inside, I like to do puzzles and I love mobilo! I 

really miss the noodles at Preschool too because they are nicer than the noodles at home. I 

hope the germs (Covid) will go away quickly so I can go back to Preschool."                               

Jamie, 4 years 9 months.  

“I like playing with the dinosaurs and the T-Rex. The T-Rex roars, 

ROAR”  Ryan, 3 years 6 months.  

“I like playing on the swing. I like playing and flying the paper 

planes”  Aiden, 4 years. 

“My favourite thing is playing golf, but that is not at Pre-

school. At Preschool I like playing with trains and Amelia”  

Harry, 3 years 10 months. 

“I like playing with the crocodiles in the water. I like     

playing with Jackson.”  Luke, 3 years 8 months.    

“I like playing with Hudson and try to get to the other side of 

the monkey bars, because I like it and I like going on the 

hanging bridge. Now, I can do it! I like playing toys with     

Hudson and making paper planes and playing outside. I like 

playing with the block magnets. I love playing with Hudson 

and playing with Markus and I want to play with Hudson 

and Markus when I go back to Preschool. I remember     

writing my name on the easel. One day, I remembered one 

of my shoes flew over to the Girls’ School and Lauren helped 

me.”  Raghava, 5 years.  

“I like playing with toys. I like playing with the T Rex.”    

Ashton, 3 years 1 month. 

“I like playing on the monkey bars 

outside. I like colouring with Indie and 

doing crafts and playing with lots of 

stuff.” Evie, 4 years 11 months. 

“I like the sandpit. I like playing with 

Evie.  I really liked snow day.”      

Joshua, 4 years 5 months. 

A word from the children ... 
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Preschool 2021 

Abhiruvee Guansekera Aiden Nikanjam Alston Mai Amanda Zhang Amelia Klein 

Angie Nong Ashton Forbes Atticus Qian Cameron Leong Canaan Zha 

Chanel Verissimo Charles Gu Charles Shao Chloe Li Christiano Verissimo 

Christopher Verissimo Declan Wong Dylan Zhang Ella Chow Ella Pritchard 

Emily Yeoman Ethan Wu Ethan Yap Evie Wahlstrom Frederick Lee 
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George Simpson Harris Lee Harry Roberton Harry Glendining Helios Lee 

Holly Blackie Holly O’Connor Honor Weenink  Hudson Rodden Hugo Mai 

Ian Jung Jackson Castiglione Jackson Greenslade Jamie Chi Jessica Qu 

Joshua Prenter Jovani Turner Zhao Julia Cassidy Julian Zhou Justin Zhou 

Kaleb Shek Kendall Shui Kingsley Yu Kousuke Okawa Kristof Verissimo 
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Landon Tang Leo Yu Lexi Wang Liam Xue Lucas Chen 

Lucas Yin Luke Tang Luna Archer-Mills Maddox Maxwell Marcel Fairley 

Markus Cheung Marx Zhang Mason Ma Max Chi Mei Holy 

Michaela Bruce Millie Prior Naira Kaur Oliver Ponsonby Oscar Armstrong 

Raghava Ho Rio Zheng Ronnie Tan Ryan Omidvari Sabella Forrest 
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Sean Liu Sophie Tong Tiger Mai Torres Man Vanessa Wang 

Vienna Li William Li Zoe Subbiah   

Indie O’Connor Isobel  Gao Lily Moghadam Russell Dong Stella  Yates 

Children who started during lockdown 
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