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Report on the school evaluation 

Name of head of school Mrs Suzanne Winthrop 

Name of school Saint Kentigern College IB school code 003561 

Date 28 January 2019 IB programme DP 

Dear Head of School, 
 
Thank you for completing the self-study process for programme evaluation. The IB recognizes that this process 
requires considerable time and effort from the entire school community. We appreciate the effort that you have made 
and hope that the insights gained along the way will be valuable in further developing your programme. 
 
The aim of this evaluation is for the IB to ensure that the standards and practices of the programme are being 
maintained. The IB is aware that for each school the implementation of an IB programme is a journey, and that the 
school will meet these standards and practices to varying degrees along the way. 
 
The present report is based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and supporting documents. 
 
The report is structured according to the document titled Programme standards and practices. 
 
The report includes the following: 

• feedback on the self-study process 

• commendations for school practices that address the Programme standards and practices in ways that solve 
challenges faced by the school and/or outstanding implementation 

• recommendations for the school on further developing the programme 

• matters to be addressed (MTBAs) that identify areas within a school's practice which, if not addressed 
immediately, will jeopardize the integrity of the programme and thus the school's entitlement to be considered 
an IB World School 

• findings that describe the practices at the school that led to the commendations, recommendations or MTBAs 

• indication of the evidence to be provided by the school in case of MTBAs 

• a conclusion for each standard. 

 

Outcome of the evaluation process of your school 

Based on the findings included in the report, the IB has not identified any matters to be addressed. The 
recommendations provided here should be incorporated into your action plan. At your next programme evaluation in 
2023 the IB will expect the school to provide evidence that these have been addressed. 

We trust the information found in this report will support the school in its continued implementation and enhancement 
of the IB programme. 

We wish you continued success with the implementation of the IB Programme. We hope the self-study process has 
been beneficial and will lead to an even stronger programme implementation. We appreciate the contribution your 
school makes to the IB community and look forward even greater engagement in the coming years. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Adrian Kearney 

Director of IB World Schools  
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Process of the school's self-study 

  Reader 

Timeline: The self-study took place over at least 12 months. 15 months 

Stakeholders involved: Those involved in the organization and 
implementation of the programme contributed to this process: members of 
the governing body, administrators, teaching and non-teaching staff, 
students and parents. 

Yes 

Gathering evidence: The self-study is evidence based, drawing on existing 
school documentation and reflecting actual practice in the school during the 
period under review. 

Yes 

Reflection in teams: Meetings were organized, allowing time for reflection, 
discussion and collation of evidence. 

Yes 

The levels of implementation of practices: The school has provided 
descriptors for assessing the practices. 

Yes 

  

Section A: Philosophy 

Standard A 

The school’s educational beliefs and values reflect IB philosophy. 

 

Practice 7 The school places importance on language learning, including mother tongue, host 
country language and other languages. 

Findings of the 
reader 

• It is evident in documentation submitted which includes the College's brochure and 
the language policy that the College's leadership understands the importance of 
promoting both the language of instruction and mother tongue. The College states 
that language is a the basis for intercultural understanding and international 
mindedness. 

Commendation(s) The College has established solid partnerships in the local and international 
community to support the teaching and learning of mother tongues. 

Support in IB 
Documentation 

“Global contexts for education” in What is an IB education? 
 
“Education for intercultural understanding” and “Language learning” in The Diploma 
Programme: From principles into practice, (2015) 
  
Guidelines for developing a school language policy. 
 
Learning in a language other than mother tongue in IB programmes 
 
Learning stories: Involving parents in the maintenance and development of students’ 
mother tongues and Learning stories: A learning story about how a school’s language 
policy supports multilingualism in a culturally diverse community. 
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Conclusion of the IB 
 
Based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and the supporting documents: 

 

Standard A 

The school’s educational beliefs and values reflect IB philosophy. 

  School’s conclusion IB conclusion 

School’s progress with regard to IB 
recommendations for this standard from the 
previous evaluation process or from 
authorization. 

 

• The school has taken 
into consideration the IB 
recommendations from 
the previous evaluation 
process or from 
authorization. 

Conclusion • Shows satisfactory 
development 

• Shows satisfactory 
development 

 

 

Section B: Organization 

Standard B1: Leadership and structure 

The school’s leadership and administrative structures ensure the implementation of the IB programme(s). 

 

Practice 5b The school develops and implements a language policy that is consistent with IB 
expectations. 

Findings of the 
reader 

• The College has implemented a language policy that is consistent with IB 
expectations and meets the needs of the College's community. The College has a 
large number of national, cultural and linguistic backgrounds. The student body 
consists of 15 ethnic groups speaking 20 different mother tongues. 

Commendation(s) The school provides extensive support for a diversity of mother tongues and students who 
are not proficient in the language of instruction. 

Support in IB 
Documentation 

“Multilingualism and intercultural understanding” in What is an IB education? (2015) 
 
“Language options and language support” in The Diploma Programme: From principles 
into practice, (2015) 
 
Guidelines for developing a school language policy. 
 
Learning in a language other than mother tongue in IB programmes. 
 
Guidance for the support of mother tongue in the Diploma Programme. 
 
Language and learning in IB programmes. 
 
Learning stories: A learning story about how a school’s language policy supports 
multilingualism in a culturally diverse community. 
 
Learning stories: A learning story about the role of the mathematics teacher as a 
language teacher. 
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Conclusion of the IB 
 
Based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and the supporting documents: 

 

Standard B1 

The school’s leadership and administrative structures ensure the implementation of the IB programme(s). 

  School’s conclusion IB conclusion 

School’s progress with regard to IB 
recommendations for this standard from the 
previous evaluation process or from 
authorization. 

 

• The school has taken 
into consideration the IB 
recommendations from 
the previous evaluation 
process or from 
authorization. 

Conclusion • Shows satisfactory 
development 

• Shows satisfactory 
development 

 

 

Section B: Organization 

Standard B2: Resources and support 

The school’s resources and support structures ensure the implementation of the IB programme(s). 

 

Practice 4 The school provides dedicated time for teachers’ collaborative planning and reflection. 

Findings of the 
reader 

• The College’s action plan states that a meeting schedule with collaborative 
planning times for DP teachers in horizontal and vertical teams is scheduled. 
Minutes from these meetings confirm teachers are using these meetings to plan 
and reflect on teaching and learning. Teachers are trialling collaborative planning 
over a number of digital platforms such as OLE, OneNote and Microsoft teams. 
Collaborative activities are arranged through the College's Goodfellow Centre, the 
hub of teacher professional development within the College. 

Commendation(s) The College is to be commended for providing the time and resources to ensure 
teachers have the opportunity to plan collaboratively with colleagues. 
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Conclusion of the IB 
 
Based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and the supporting documents: 

 

Standard B2 

The school’s resources and support structures ensure the implementation of the IB programme(s). 

  School’s conclusion IB conclusion 

School’s progress with regard to IB 
recommendations for this standard from the 
previous evaluation process or from 
authorization. 

 

• The school has taken into 
consideration the IB 
recommendations from 
the previous evaluation 
process or from 
authorization. 

Conclusion • Shows satisfactory 
development 

• Shows satisfactory 
development 

 

 

Section C: Curriculum 

Standard C1: Collaborative planning 

Collaborative planning and reflection supports the implementation of the IB programme(s). 

 

Practice 1+1a+1b Collaborative planning and reflection addresses the requirements of the programme(s). 

a. Collaborative planning and reflection includes the integration of theory of 
knowledge in each subject. 

b. Collaborative planning and reflection explores connections and relations 
between subjects and reinforces knowledge, understanding and skills 
shared by the different disciplines. 

Findings of the 
reader 

• Time is set aside for collaborative planning and/or meetings and there is evidence 
of coordinated collaborative planning within and between subjects. There is 
evidence of the integration of TOK in course outlines called "TOK moments". 

Commendation(s) The school has prioritised collaborative planning and reflection to ensure 
teachers explore the connections and relations between subjects in order to reinforce 
knowledge, understanding and skills shared by the different disciplines. 

Support in IB 
Documentation 

“Collaborative planning” and “Concurrency of Learning” in The Diploma Programme: 
From principles into practice (2015) 
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Conclusion of the IB 
 
Based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and the supporting documents: 

 

Standard C1 

Collaborative planning and reflection supports the implementation of the IB programme(s). 

  School’s conclusion IB conclusion 

School’s progress with regard to IB 
recommendations for this standard from the 
previous evaluation process or from authorization. 

 

• The school has taken 
into consideration the IB 
recommendations from 
the previous evaluation 
process or from 
authorization. 

Conclusion • Shows satisfactory 
development 

• Shows satisfactory 
development 

 

 

Section C: Curriculum 

Standard C2: Written curriculum 

The school’s written curriculum reflects IB philosophy. 

 

 

 

Conclusion of the IB 
 
Based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and the supporting documents: 

 

Standard C2 

The school’s written curriculum reflects IB philosophy. 

  School’s conclusion IB conclusion 

School’s progress with regard to IB 
recommendations for this standard from the 
previous evaluation process or from 
authorization. 

 

• The school has taken 
into consideration the IB 
recommendations from 
the previous evaluation 
process or from 
authorization. 

Conclusion • Shows satisfactory 
development 

• Shows satisfactory 
development 
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Section C: Curriculum 

Standard C3: Teaching and learning 

Teaching and learning reflects IB philosophy. 

 

 

 

Conclusion of the IB 
 
Based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and the supporting documents: 

 

Standard C3 

Teaching and learning reflects IB philosophy. 

  School’s conclusion IB conclusion 

School’s progress with regard to IB 
recommendations for this standard from the 
previous evaluation process or from 
authorization. 

 

• The school has taken 
into consideration the IB 
recommendations from 
the previous evaluation 
process or from 
authorization. 

Conclusion • Shows satisfactory 
development 

• Shows satisfactory 
development 

 

 

Section C: Curriculum 

Standard C4: Assessment 

Assessment at the school reflects IB assessment philosophy. 

 

Practice 4 The school provides students with feedback to inform and improve their learning. 

Findings of the 
reader 

• The teachers have been encouraged to incorporate formative assessment in their 
practices to provide scaffolding to summative assessments. Teachers use the OLE 
to relay feedback that is informed and improves students’ learning. The 
development of SOLO taxonomy as a format for providing feedback to students on 
their learning has assisted students to become independent learners responsible 
for their own learning. 

Commendation(s) The school has developed and implemented excellent assessment procedures that 
inform and improve students learning. 
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Conclusion of the IB 
 
Based on the analysis of the self-study questionnaire and the supporting documents: 

 

Standard C4 

Assessment at the school reflects IB assessment philosophy. 

  School’s conclusion IB conclusion 

School’s progress with regard to IB 
recommendations for this standard from the 
previous evaluation process or from 
authorization. 

 

• The school has taken 
into consideration the IB 
recommendations from 
the previous evaluation 
process or from 
authorization. 

Conclusion • Shows satisfactory 
development 

• Shows satisfactory 
development 

  


