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Transition to School

At Preschool, our children’s early learning journey is
ongoing from the moment they start, and eventually
becoming a ‘transition’ boy or girl is a milestone that our
four-year-old children look forward to. They carry this mantle
of achievement with pride and enthusiasm!

We place value on fostering a love of learning for life
and have a responsibility to prepare our preschoolers
for the next step of their learning journey on to primary
school. Our ‘transition’ children meet for carefully planned,
small group learning experiences that foster a variety of
skills and dispositions. They are given tasks to complete
that require them to use their developing fine motor skills, while reinforcing
fundamental knowledge such as letter symbols, phonics and to count and
practise writing numerals.

Whilst knowledge and skill acquisition are paramount to a successful transition,
it is also important to nurture the holistic potential of the children. This means
that we endeavour to foster independence, taking responsibility for their
emotions and belongings and to have a positive attitude fuelled by high self-
esteem. These small group experiences are a special time with a teacher where
children are encouraged to collaborate, listen to others, to persist with seeing a
task through to completion and to make their own decisions.

Our transition children also enjoy frequent visits to either the Boys’ School or
Girls’ School, where the children get to meet their new teacher, meet up with old
Preschool friends and experience school-related activities. Children who possess
effective social skills and communication strategies are very well placed to be an
active participant in their own ongoing learning journey.

The Process of Creating

ur investigation into the ‘Processes of Creating’ has transcended

many areas of the Preschool environment with the children
offered intentional learning experiences that utilise a wide variety
of resources and a range of expressive languages. It is through
process-driven research that children have opportunities to explore
their interests, strengths and abilities, along with building ‘working
understandings’ of how to make their developing knowledge more
visible to others. In small groups, children have embarked on activities
underpinned by learning outcomes that value collaboration, creativity
and problem-solving.

We have been truly impressed by the children’s passion, curiosity
and prior knowledge; these attributes support the children to
construct their own working theories. The children have learnt so
much about their own capability, as well as understanding that
everyday play experiences are opportunities to become competent
and collaborative learners.
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tories are used by teachers to provoke the children to think

more deeply about concepts as well as to foster their literacy
and communication skills. ‘Kindness Grows’ by Brittan Teckentrup
is a popular story that we used to delve into kindness. This story
aligns so well with many of our Saint Kentigern values, especially
the values of Love and Respect. As a teaching team, we took
opportunities to explore these values alongside the children in ways
that nurture dispositions such as empathy and demonstrating care
for themselves and others.

After listening to this story and sharing our thoughts and ideas
around what it means to be kind, some of our children were invited
to create a collaborative piece of art. Interwoven in the piece was
their own individual interpretations of what kindness means to
them. Working collaboratively in a visual way offers children the
time and space to share their thoughts and ideas and to make their
developing knowledge visible. We always endeavour to ask the
children to share their ideas that we then document to complement
their finished art piece. The selection included below highlights
the children’s capabilities to express their own thoughts using
descriptive language and metaphor.

‘Kindness is giving people flowers’

‘Kindness is listening to our teachers and friends’

‘Kindness is hugs’

‘Kindness is holding hands and giving them a Kowhai flower’
‘Kindness is lots of hearts because we love everybody at Preschool’




Snow Day

Snow Day is always a popular annual event on the Preschool
calendar. This year was no exception. The warmer November
weather enticed children, their families and teachers to explore the
icy cold snow that had been delivered earlier that morning. The

variety of bright snow gear and waterproof clothing made a colourful
sight against the snow!

Our seasoned snow explorers confidently traipsed through the snow
to lay down and make snow angels, and playfully sprinkle each other
with flakes of snow. The children come up with the ingenious idea
of using our buckets and spades, usually reserved for the sand, to
make ‘snow castles.” For the more hesitant, we had teachers on hand
to encourage and support them to touch and engage with this chilly
wonderland of white.

This event was hugely popular with our parents and younger
siblings too. It presented an opportunity for our families to spend
quality time together at Preschool. It was heart-warming to see our
Preschool children show kindness and care to our youngest guests,
ensuring that they were included in the fun.

Christmas Concert

As the Preschool year came to an end, our preschoolers
put on their Santa hats and made their way to the Girls’
School Hall for their annual Christmas Concert. Always

a highlight on the calendar, parents and invited guests
quickly filled the hall to watch the children perform. The
preschoolers spent the last term learning the actions

and words to nine of their favourite songs and took turns
performing at the front of the stage - faces lit up as each of
the children spotted their loved ones in the audience!

The youngsters put on a fantastic show, before heading
back to the Preschool to enjoy some refreshments -
and say hello to a very special guest - Santa!
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